Grade 7: The Choices We Make




                                     Lesson Seed: 23
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text: co-constructed essay developed by the students and teacher previous lesson seed
Focus Standards

W.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
W.7.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed
W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
Additional Standards Addressed in Lesson Seed
W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
L.7.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

L.7.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.7.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Revisit the co-constructed expository essay they developed in order to review the elements of an effectively written thesis statement, introductory paragraph, and body paragraph. 
· Emphasize the need for students to create coherence in their essay (logically organize ideas, tie ideas together to flow smoothly and make them understandable for the reader) through the use of transition words/phrases.
· Return to the co-constructed expository essay to identify writing elements that demonstrate a purposeful attempt at creating “coherence.” 
· Provide time for students to independently compose the draft of an expository essay responding to the expository essay writing prompt and using their research notes. 
· Consider posting a list of transition words/phrases for student reference. (The following website provides a categorized list of words/phrases: http://www.virtualsalt.com/transits.htm) 
· Monitor students’ writing and respond to individual needs during the writing process.
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