Grade 7: The Choices We Make




                                 Lesson Seed: 21
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and  the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text: grade-level appropriate print and non-print references to support students’ research on an individual of their choosing
Focus Standards
RI.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
W.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
W.7.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed
W.7.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources, and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation.
W.7.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; using search terms effectively; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
W.7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Additional Standards Addressed in Lesson Seed
RI.7. 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative , and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.  

RI.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary non-fiction at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics of texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. (For a finer view of SL1, check supporting standards 1a, 1b, 1c, and 1d.)
SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
L.7.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

L.7.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
L.7.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (For a finer view of L4, check supporting standards 4a, 4b, 4c, and 4d.)
L.7.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (For a finer view of L5, check supporting standards 5a, 5b, and 5c.)
L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Read the essay prompt aloud to students: 
There are many reasons why people choose to think or act in certain ways.  In this unit, you have read a variety of texts to analyze and examine what influences the choices people make and the effects of these choices. What can you learn from the choices others have made? 

Research an individual to determine specific choices he/she made that have had a significant impact on his/her life. Evaluate what influenced this person’s choices and whether these influences were positive or negative in nature. Think about what you can learn from the choices made by this individual. 

Compose an expository essay that evaluates the choices made by another individual and examines how these choices affected his/her life. Be sure your essay includes multiple paragraphs that meet the organizational requirements identified in your analysis of an expository text. (See Lesson Seed #23)
· Brainstorm a variety of prewriting strategies (e.g., free-writing, webbing, outlining, etc.) students could use to begin the writing process. 
· Review the purpose of the essay and brainstorm a list of sources students could use to support and expand upon their ideas. These resources may include a personal interview with the individual selected as the topic of their essay, asking another person who has relevant experiences with similar life-choices, or accessing magazines, newspapers, books, or the Internet.

· Provide students with the opportunity to visit the library or assign students the task of gathering additional information to support their topic independently.  
· Have students add the facts and details they learned from a variety of sources to create an outline of their essay. The following website provides a model organizer for reference:  http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/essay-30063.html)
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