Grade 7: The Choices We Make




                                   Lesson Seed: 20
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text: sample expository essay (preferably addressing the topic of “choices” made by an individual and the effects of these choices on his/her life) 
Focus Standards
RI.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.7.2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text

RI.7.3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).

RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of ideas.
W.7.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics of texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. (For a finer view of SL1, check supporting standards 1a, 1b, 1c, and 1d.)
Additional Standards Addressed in Lesson Seed
RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.  

RL.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
L.7.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

L.7.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (For a finer view of L4, check supporting standards 4a, 4b, 4c, and 4d.)
L.7.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (For a finer view of L5, check supporting standards 5a, 5b, and 5c.)
L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Ask students to generate a definition for the term “expository.” What do they know about expository writing? When was the last time they have ever composed an expository text? Why?
· Share a sample expository text with students. Use a guided reading to aid students in making meaning from the text. As students read, have them mark the text by identifying main ideas and supporting details (evidence, examples, facts, etc.). 
· Direct students to work with a partner to chunk the text by numbering the paragraphs and identifying a purpose for each paragraph within the essay. Encourage students to write marginal notes next to each paragraph.
· Have students use their notes to develop a list of the organizational elements (introduction, thesis, body paragraphs, transitions, and conclusion) and characteristics (main ideas, supporting details/information) of an expository essay.
· Work with students to co-create a graphic organizer to use when planning and writing their own expository essays. (The following website provides a model organizer for reference:  http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/essay-30063.html)
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