Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts


	Grade: 7
	Unit Title: The choices We Make                         Lesson Plan:  03


	Lesson Overview

	This lesson focuses on evaluating several texts read over the course of the unit to synthesize ideas and determine the most powerful influences on choices made by the central characters. The teacher models this process through a “Think Aloud” to model completion of the graphic organizer. Students will form small groups and evaluate a text assigned to them. Students participate in a Gallery Walk to share their findings and discuss the influences on characters’ choices across texts. Finally, students write a short explanatory response identifying similar influences on the choices made by central characters across several texts, whether these influences were positive or negative, and why these influences were so powerful in determining the outcome of events.

	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	· Analyze the lesson for strategic placement of formative assessments.

· Practice revisiting selected text and using a “Think Aloud” to model completion of the graphic organizer.

· Prepare materials, including copies of the graphic organizer, access to several previously read texts, and copies of Cornell Note-taking forms.
· Organize cooperative small groups to discuss text analysis and findings.

· Arrange physical space to provide room for students to conduct a Gallery Walk to share ideas and findings.
The following suggestions may be utilized to differentiate the lesson appropriately based on the individual needs of students.
· Apply appropriate elements of UDL: 
· compose text (digital) version of the “Think Aloud” 
· create an electronic version of the text analysis graphic organizer;

· modify the Gallery Walk activity to substitute a Jigsaw format for students to share information about individual choices and the influences on choices

· assign students specific roles and responsibilities for the sharing of text analysis
· For Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) see www.marylandlearninglinks.org
· Apply WIDA Performance Definitions and CAN DO Descriptors to differentiate lesson for English Language Learners.
· Use of bilingual dictionary

· Pictures of 2 – 3 different types of cars along with key information about each car (price, estimated miles per gallon, etc.) (See Pre-Assessment  section)

· Create a personalized dictionary with vocabulary and literary terms used in the lesson, use pictures if possible. Vocabulary words may include, but are not limited to the following: influence, influential, rank, central characters, significant, choices, Gallery Walk, expert, expository essay, internal, external.
· Click here for ELL options.

	Essential Question

	What affects the choices we make?
What can we learn from the choices made by others?

	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RI.7. 1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text
RI .7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text
RI.7. 3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).
W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL .7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

L.7.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

	Student Outcomes

	· Students will analyze closely the content of several teacher selected literary non-fiction texts (preferably narrative and biographical in form) in which the central characters’ make significant decisions.
· Students will participate effectively in a collaborative small group discussion to determine significant influences on the decisions of the central character(s), whether these influences were positive or negative, and how the character’s choice(s) impacted the outcome of events.
· Students will engage in a Gallery Walk presentation and discussion to share ideas and findings of the group. (The Gallery Walk is a cooperative learning strategy in which a graphic organizer, question, or poster conveying information is displayed at various locations throughout the classroom – normally on the walls [hence the name "gallery"]. Students form as many groups as there are posters, and each group moves from display to display [hence the name "walk"]. After taking notes or completing the assigned task, the group rotates to the next position, adding to their ideas or collecting new information.)
· Students will take notes using the Cornell Note-taking format. (See http://coe.jmu.edu/LearningToolbox/cornellnotes.html for additional information about and student/teacher models of Cornell Notes.)
· Students will compose a brief explanatory paragraph identifying and explaining the significance of similar influences on the choices made by central characters across several texts


	Materials

	· Copy of the assigned group text
· Understanding the Influences – a graphic organizer to support the analysis of significant influences on the choices of central characters from teacher selected text(s) 
· Cornell Notes form to complete during the Gallery Walk discussion
· Class journal.



	Pre-Assessment

	· Post the following directions for student response: Identify a significant decision you have made. List several factors (people, beliefs, culture, etc.) that influenced the decision you made. Rank these in order of influence from least to most influential. Be prepared to justify your ranking. 
· Have several student volunteers share their responses. Ask students to justify why they ranked the factors influencing their decisions as least or most influential.
· Differentiation Suggestion: Display pictures of 2 – 3 different types of cars along with key information about each car (price, estimated miles per gallon, etc.). Ask students to decide which car he/she would choose and list factors that would influence this decision. Students should rank these factors in order from least to most influential and explain their ranking.

	Lesson Procedure

	· Introduce and explain the graphic organizer you will be using to analyze the influences on characters’ choices across texts.
· Engage the class in a discussion about the choices made by a character or characters from a familiar text. 

· Provide students with guiding questions to identify influences that factored into the choices made by the central character(s).

· Use a “Think Aloud” to model completion of the graphic organizer using ideas from the class discussion and text-based examples.
· Organize students into cooperative small groups and have the students select a short text previously read as part of the unit course of study. 
· Have students skim the text to reacquaint themselves with the characters, major plot events, and identify the choice(s) made by the central character(s).

· Groups should create an analysis of the assigned text. 
· Record examples of influences on the choices of the identified character on the graphic organizer.

· Direct students to:

·  Comment on the choice(s) made by the character(s) in the text they are analyzing with their group in their journals.

· Determine the degree of external or internal influences on the choice(s) made and whether the choice(s) had a positive or negative impact on the outcome of the plot.
· Reviews the Cornell note-taking method with students.
· Revisit the graphic organizer modeled earlier in the lesson showing the choices made by a character or characters from a familiar text.

· Use a “Think Aloud” to model note taking of the ideas from the graphic organizer using the Cornell notes format.

· Encourage students to revisit the organizer prepared by their cooperative group to clarify ideas and examples. 
· Have each group post the organizer in a location that makes it easily accessible to others and select an “expert” member from the group to remain with the organizer throughout the Gallery Walk.
· Share the organizers by having students participate in a Gallery Walk:

· Collecting ideas and gathering information from the graphic organizer related to each text. 
· Rotating from poster to poster to take notes using the Cornell note taking format.

· Group “experts” remain with the organizers to present their group’s notes, clarify points, and address questions raised by others. 
· At the conclusion of the Gallery Walk, have the students share their findings and respond to guiding questions in a large group discussion of the ideas gathered. (For example, friends, family, setting, etc.)
· Direct students to work with a partner and examine their Cornell notes to locate similar influences on the choice(s) made by the central character(s) across several texts. 

· Guide the students in determining whether the choice(s) made by the central character(s) had a positive or negative impact on the outcome of the plot and the degree to which the identified influence(s) factored into the choice(s) made. 

· Have students respond to guiding questions to synthesize ideas across texts.
· Ask students to respond to the following timed writing prompt in their journals: 
· Compare similar influences on the choice(s) made by several characters across texts. Explain whether these influences were positive or negative and how/why these influences were so powerful in determining the outcome of events.


	Lesson Closure

	· Encourage students to revisit the notes from the Gallery Walk. Think about the significant choices made by each of the individuals and review the written response explaining the influences on these choices. 
· Ask each student to identify a significant life choice made by the subject of their independent studies. Who/what significantly influenced this life choice? How/in what way?
· Direct students to be prepared to discuss these ideas further as they develop an expository essay identifying an individual’s significant life choices and explaining how and why these choices were made.
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