Grade 7: The Choices We Make




            Lesson Seed: 2

Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text(s): multiple biography/autobiography book selections (see Unit Overview for a list of suggested titles)
Focus Standards
RI.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary non-fiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on Grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities

· Review the unit essential questions: What affects the choices we make? What can we learn from the choices made by others?
· Provide time for students to self-select a biography or autobiography for independent reading throughout the unit. (Students will be provided further time for follow-up research on this individual near the end of this unit.)
· Remind students of the expectations, skills, and concepts associated with the unit performance assessment. (see LS 23)
· Use guided questioning to engage students in previewing their self-selected text.
· Have students work to develop a reading calendar to establish a timeline for reading and completion of the text.
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