Grade 7: The Choices We Make




            Lesson Seed: 1

Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text(s): multiple biography/autobiography book selections (see Unit Overview for a list of suggested titles)
Focus Standards
RI.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary non-fiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on Grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Use a pre-assessment anticipatory set to help students make connections between their lives and the decisions and actions they make.  

· Introduce the unit title, The Choices We Make, to the students.  

· Share the unit’s essential questions: What affects the choices we make? What can we learn from the choices made by others?

· Work with students to unpack the essential knowledge and skills needed for success on the unit performance assessment. (see LS 23)

· In collaboration with the media specialist, plan and deliver a series of book talks in order to share a variety of biographical or autobiographical texts with the students. Text selections should focus on individuals who have made significant choices in their lives.
· Have students respond to the following writing prompt: Consider the significant decisions made by the individuals presented in the book talks. Which individual would you like to learn more about? Why? Use ideas and examples from the book talk to support your choice.
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