Grade 6: Changes Over Time: The Ethics of Selling History			            Lesson Seed: 27

Lesson Seed Prototype
Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.

Text(s): 
Teachers can prepare to implement Socratic Seminar using resources and ideas from the following websites: 
http://www.socraticseminars.com/education/documents/SocraticSeminarGroundRulesPoster_000.pdf
http://www.authenticeducation.org/documents/WhatSeminar04.pdf
http://www.maxlow.net/avid/socsem/socraticseminaroverview.html
http://www.journeytoexcellence.org/practice/instruction/theories/miscideas/socratic/

Focus Standards
RI1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI7 Integrate information presented in difference media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 
W8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 
W9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research
W10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
[bookmark: sl-6-3]SL1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
[bookmark: sl-6-4]SL3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 
[bookmark: sl-6-6]SL4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
SL6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Direct students to prepare to participate in a Socratic Seminar discussion by organizing their notes and reviewing the questions developed related to the issue for debate: Why do some people choose to sell historical artifacts while others choose to preserve history for all? Is it ethical to sell historical artifacts for profit?
· Review the ground rules for class discussion and the rubric that will be used to assess student participation.
·  Instruct students to arrange the classroom desks to form a discussion circle (one large circle or an inner/outer circle depending on the teacher’s preferred method of Socratic Seminar). 
· Begin the seminar discussion by revisiting the unit essential question and providing a guiding statement to prompt student participation. Be prepared to encourage students to stay focused on the central discussion topic, utilize their research and texts read in class to support their assertions, and contribute meaningfully to the discussion by respecting the ground rules established.



·  At the conclusion of the Socratic Seminar, have students evaluate their own and the class’ participation in the discussion.
· Prompt students to compose a journal entry reflecting on their learning throughout the unit and individually respond to the unit’s essential questions:
· What is argument? How is an argument different from an opinion?
· Why do some people choose to sell historical artifacts while others choose to preserve history for all?
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