Grade 6: Changes Over Time: The Ethics of Selling History			            Lesson Seed: 22

Lesson Seed Prototype
Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.

Text(s): 

Focus Standards
RI1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 
RI4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 
RI5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 
RI7 Integrate information presented in difference media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 
RI8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 
W1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
W4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 
W5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
W7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 
W8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 
W9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research
W10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 



Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Provide students with a variety of resources to research topics relevant to the unit theme and essential question:
· The Ethics of Selling History	
· Why do some people choose to sell historical artifacts while others choose to preserve history for all?
· Encourage students to determine the topic for their final research project. Students may choose from the resources that have been made available or select an artifact/historical landmark of their own choosing.
· Possible resources:
· Who owns archaeological artifacts?
· http://science.howstuffworks.com/environmental/earth/geology/own-archaeological-artifacts.htm
· Finders, keepers
· http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/ideas/articles/2008/02/10/finders_keepers/
· Who Owns History?
· http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1715290,00.html
· City Hall considers selling 15 historic landmarks
· http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2012-03-20/news/bs-md-ci-historic-properties-20120319_1_historic-landmarks-water-tower-comptroller-joan-m-pratt
· Baltimore Might Sell Historic Landmarks to Raise Money
· http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2012-03-28/baltimore-might-sell-historic-landmarks-to-raise-money
· Stolen Historical Artifacts Being Sold on EBay
· http://voices.yahoo.com/stolen-historical-artifacts-being-sold-ebay-855293.html
· Harrisburg Authority OKs looking into selling authority-owned historical artifacts
· http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2012/02/harrisburg_authority_oks_looki.html
· Historical society sells artifacts to survive
· http://blog.nj.com/njv_editorial_page/2011/01/historical_society_sells_artif.html
· History Museum & the Selling of Artifacts
· http://urbanhumanist.org/history-museum-the-selling-of-artifacts/
· Museum Sells Pieces of Its Past, Reviving a Debate
· http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/06/arts/design/06sales.html?_r=1
· Historical society sells artifacts to survive
· http://blog.nj.com/njv_editorial_page/2011/01/historical_society_sells_artif.html
· NJ Doctor Who Bought Nun's Baseball Card Comes Forward
· http://wbal.com/article/64516/3/template-story/NJ-Doctor-Who-Bought-Nun-s-Baseball-Card-Comes-Forward
· Is That a Real LeBron Ball? RFID and Sports Memorabilia
· http://www.thesportjournal.org/article/real-lebron-ball-rfid-and-sports-memorabilia
· Reggie gets replica ring back in Las Vegas lawsuit 
· http://www.wtop.com/?nid=539&sid=2808486
· Amateur sleuth helps stop National Archives thefts 
· http://www.wtop.com/?nid=41&sid=2569544
· Baseball from infamous Buckner play sold for $418k 
· http://www.wtop.com/351/2851719/Buckner-ball-sells-for-418250
· Remind students about the information from “How to Evaluate Information from the Internet.”
· Encourage students to use the note-taking resources while investigating their topics. See “Research Notes” options. 
· Assess progress throughout research by asking students to provide brief summaries of articles read, ranking the information they learned from most to least important, or by completing an outline that shows readiness toward composing their essay. 



How to Evaluate Information from the Internet

Just because information is on the Internet does not mean that you can trust that it is reliable, factual, or current. It is your responsibility to determine whether the information you find is the best to use for research. Poorly selected resources will not support your arguments because they affect your argument’s credibility.  

Although a website does not have to have all of the following information, try to select sources that offer as much of the following as possible:


Author's name (individual or corporate)
Author's title and position
Author's organizational affiliation
Date of page creation or update
Author's contact information
References

Consider these other features as well:

Authority, Credibility, and Expertise

· Is there an author? Is the web page signed?
· What are his/her credentials? Is the author an expert or authority in this field?
· Is there a link to information about the author or sponsor?
· Is contact information for the author or sponsor included in the document?
· Is an organization the author? Is it a known organization with a good reputation?
· Is there source documentation or a bibliography?
 (
Tips!
)
Check domain name (.com, .gov, .org, .net)
Check URL
Determine authorship and/or website sponsorship 



How to Evaluate Information from the Internet
(continued)

 Currency and Accuracy 

· Is the information up-to-date? Is there a published date on the web page?  
· Is the date clear as to its meaning (date of original source, date created, most recently updated)?
· Is the date timely for your research?
· Are the links well chosen and up-to-date?
In some areas (medicine, law, etc.) information can be outdated quickly.
· Does the site cover the topic accurately? Completely? Are the facts right?
· Can you understand what is said? Do details provide the whole picture?
· What is unique about this site?

Reliability and Coverage

· Is the information well-supported by documentation? What sources did the author consult? What sources are recommended for further reading?
· Does the information on this website match information from other sources?
· Is the subject covered in depth? How valuable is the information? Would you find this information in a book? An encyclopedia?

Objectivity, Bias and Purpose

· What is the purpose of the web page?  Is the page designed to sway opinion?
· Is it a personal, commercial, government, educational or organization website?
· Who is the intended audience?
· Is there any bias? Does the document seem to have a purpose other than to inform or explain?
· Is only one side of the argument presented?
· Is it trying to persuade you or change your opinion?
· Can you distinguish facts from opinion or does the author blend it together?


How to Evaluate Information from the Internet
(continued)

Usability and Design

· Is the site easy to navigate? User-friendly?
· Are the contents labeled?
· Do all the design elements (art, graphics, buttons, etc.) match the message of the site?
· Does the document look attractive and well-planned?
· Are the spelling and grammar elements correct?
· Are the pages clear and uncluttered?
· Do the links work?


Ways to Identify a Bad Web Site:				

· No identified author/producer
· Bad grammar; misspelled words
· No date on the document
· Unsupported claims ("This is the most important song.")
· Very one-sided view
· Over generalizing ("No one ever votes for him.”) 
· Angry tone or language ("stupid jerk--")
· Conflict of interest (A candy company offers advice on weight loss.)
· Statistics and facts presented without an identified source
· Absence of source documentation





Research Notes: Online Sources 

	Online Sources:*
Web sites
Articles online
*Note: Not all websites contain this information.

Think About:
Is this a credible source? Why?
	Author’s name/s:  _________________________________
Title of web page (in quotation marks): ___________________
Title of site (if different from page title -italicized): ____________ _______________________________________________
Site sponsor or publisher: ___________________________
Date of publication:  _______________________________
Medium of publication:  ___Web_______________________
Date of access:  __________________________________




Describe the issue of ownership and why it is important. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is your position regarding this issue?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 (
Consider the following questions as you gather information:
What are facts and statistic
s
 related to 
your
 issue?
Who does this issue affect?
What are some possible consequences if this 
issue
 is not 
addressed
?
What is your position regarding this issue?
Who might oppose 
your
 
position
? Why?
)Information that supports your position:
				
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Research Notes: Books 
Directions: Use this note sheet to record the information for your bibliography.
	Books:
Book
Encyclopedia








Think About:
Is this a credible source? Why?
	Author’s name/s:  ______________________________
Title of a part of the book:  _______________________
Title of book:  _________________________________
Name of editor or translator: _____________________
Edition:  _____________        Number of volume:  _____
Name of series:  _______________________________
Place of publication:  ____________________________
Publisher:  ___________________________________  Year of Publication:  _______      Page numbers:  ______



Describe the issue of ownership and why it is important. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is your position regarding this issue?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 (
Consider the following questions as you gather information:
What are facts and statistic
s
 related to 
your
 issue?
Who does this issue affect?
What are some possible consequences if this 
issue
 is not 
addressed
?
What is your position regarding this issue?
Who might oppose 
your
 
position
? Why?
)Information that supports your position:
				
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Research Notes: Periodicals 

	Periodicals:
Magazine
Journal
Newspaper Article



Think About:
Is this a credible source? Why?
	Author’s name/s:  ______________________________
Title of a article (in quotation marks): _________________
Name of periodical (italicized):  _____________________
Series number or name:  _________________________
Volume number:  ________      Issue Number:  ________
Name of series:  _______________________________
Date of publication:  ____________________________
Page numbers:  ____________



Describe the issue of ownership and why it is important. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is your position regarding this issue?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 (
Consider the following questions as you gather information:
What are facts and statistic
s
 related to 
your
 issue?
Who does this issue affect?
What are some possible consequences if this 
issue
 is not 
addressed
?
What is your position regarding this issue?
Who might oppose 
your
 
position
? Why?
)Information that supports your position:
				
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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