Grade 6: Changes Over Time: The Ethics of Selling History			            Lesson Seed: 19

Lesson Seed Prototype
Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.

Text(s): 
From the Mixed up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler  by E.L. Konigsburg

Materials:
· Several examples of closing paragraphs from argumentative text (consider using the same text from Lesson Seed 2). For additional examples of arguments and opinions consider those found at http://debatepedia.idebate.org/en/index.php/Welcome_to_Debatepedia
· Copies of a graphic organizer to utilize when students collaborate to organize their ideas in response to an argument prompt (find an example at http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/persuasion-30034.html)
· Highlighters and/or colored pencils (if needed) to mark the text
· Assessment tool for collaborative writing

Focus Standards
RI.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 
W.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
W.1.a. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence 
[bookmark: w-6-5]W.6.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
SL.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Direct students to revisit the opening lines, thesis statement, and body paragraphs of their group constructed argument essay developed in response to the prompt in LP03. Explain to students that they will develop the closing paragraph of their essays. 
· Provide students with several examples of argument “closers” that effectively wrap up an argument by restating the claim, providing additional commentary, and asking readers to change their thinking. 
· Have students rank the closing paragraphs from strongest to weakest and explain the reasons for their ranking.
· Guide students through an analysis the “strongest” closing paragraph to determine specific words and phrases that effectively conclude the argument. Mark the text using highlighters and/or colored pencils to note stylistic choices made by the writers. 
· Direct students to return to the graphic organizer used to develop their initial ideas in response to the argument prompt in LP03 (find an example at http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/persuasion-30034.html) and their co-constructed essay (claim/thesis and body paragraphs). 
· Provide time for student writing groups to develop a solid concluding paragraph that does the following:
· Wraps up the argument
· Restates the claim in a “new” way
· Adds additional commentary
· Asks readers to rethink their position or take action in some way
· Avoids repeating ideas

· Have students independently rank their concluding paragraphs as “stronger than weak” or as “weaker than strong” when compared to the model(s) shared at the beginning of class and explain their reasoning.
· Direct students to independently add revisions to their group’s concluding paragraph as needed. 
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