ELA Unit Overview - Components

Grade 6
Length of Unit 6 weeks 

Unit Title Reading and Writing Argument: The Ethics of Selling History 
	Unit Overview

	The unit will take six weeks. Students will learn about changes over time and the ethics of selling history.  Grade 6 students need to understand the role they can play in our society. In this unit, students will learn the power of a rational argument in exploring changes over time. Through reading, writing, listening, and speaking experiences, students will explores how an individual person can effect change. Students will have an opportunity to analyze in detail how an individual is portrayed in a text as an agent of change; trace and evaluate an argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not; write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence; and discuss their readings and writing by explicitly drawing on information about the topic, text, or issue. 

	Essential Questions 

	· What is argument? How is an argument different from an opinion?

· Why do some people choose to sell historical artifacts while others choose to preserve history for all?

	Unit Standards

	Reading Literature
RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

RL.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 
RL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 
RL.6.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Reading Informational Text
RI.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

RI.6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

RI.6.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text. 

RI.6.7 Integrate information presented in difference media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

RI.6.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

RI.6.9 Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 

RI.6.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

Writing
W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
W.6.4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 

W.6.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

W.6.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 

W.6.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

W.6.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

W.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
W.6.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening
SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
Language
L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.6.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

L.6.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.6.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

L.6.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; garner vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 


	Student Outcomes

	Students will 
· examine the specific ways an important person, event, or idea in the text is presented to a reader. 
· support ideas with relevant evidence. 
· identify claims in the text. 
· assess the value of the argument based upon supported claims. 
· take purposeful notes in preparation for discussion, using highlighting, outlines, journals, and other techniques as appropriate.
· demonstrate collegiality when asking and responding to questions and comments. 
· analyze various sources in order to determine if they are authoritative, accurate, objective, current, and fully-covered.

· analyze claims and support within argument essays to determine if the support is appropriate, accurate, and adequate.

· analyze a class-created essay for fallacies of thinking in order to discern argument from persuasive writing.

· locate and utilize credible sources for research.

· compose an argument essay in order to advocate for a historical agent of change

· distinguish between subjective and objective summaries. 

· determine the variety of ways that a person, event, or idea may be described or explained to a reader. 

· adapt the prewriting stage of the writing process to an argument, including developing one or more claims, and effectively ordering reasons that support the claim.

· gather information to support claims.
· compose a draft of an introduction that presents a claim or claims clearly.

· identify claims and support in written material

· synthesize argument with creative artistic expression

· evaluate peers written and artistic expression of argument 



	Text Models Referenced in the Unit Lessons or Seeds

	*Note:  Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) when selecting texts and/or novels for the unit or lessons. Consider the need for captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for the unit or lessons. For Instructional Materials (AIM), See  www.marylandlearninglinks.org
Texts:
From the Mixed up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler  by E.L. Konigsburg
The Egypt Game by Zilpha  Snyder




Slakes Limbo by Felice Holman
Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli




Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett
The Wright 3 by Blue Balliett




The Calder Game by Blue Balliett
The Danger Game by Blue Balliett
Cohen, Daniel. “The First Emperor”. Book Excerpt from The Tomb Robbers. (Selection can be found in the McDougal Littell and Holt   

McDougal Grade 6 anthology. The copyright dates for the referenced anthology range from 2003 to 2012.)
Web Articles:
Changes over time—The Ethics of Selling History http://www.economist.com/node/1056932
Civil War fort at Jamestown is dug up to get at 1607 site. http://thisweekinthecivilwar.com/?p=1229
SIRS Discover texts:
Martin, Noelene. "The Secret Army." Touchdown. April 2001: 86-89. SIRS Discoverer. Web. 05 Dec 2011.

Bryan. "The First Emperor." Junior Scholastic (Vol. 110, No. 17). 28 Apr 2008: 12+. SIRS Discoverer. Web. 05 Dec 2011.


	Assessments

	The teacher should pre-assess students’ prior knowledge of:

· reading and writing argument.

· essay writing including the ability to compose paragraphs with topic sentences, introductory paragraphs and concluding paragraphs

· citing sources when using quotations and paraphrased material
The Unit Summative Assessments are:
· Socratic Seminar discussion by organizing their notes and reviewing the questions developed related to the issue for debate: Why do some people choose to sell historical artifacts while others choose to preserve history for all? Is it ethical to sell historical artifacts for profit?
· a journal entry reflecting on their learning throughout the unit and individually respond to the unit’s essential questions:

· What is argument? How is an argument different from an opinion?

· Why do some people choose to sell historical artifacts while others choose to preserve history for all?

	Interdisciplinary connections - literacy

	There are many interdisciplinary opportunities to history/social studies and science, especially in the area of the ownership of  historical landmarks and artifacts and the ethics of selling history.

	Additional Resources

	*NoteConsider the need for captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for the unit or lessons. For Instructional Materials (AIM), See  www.marylandlearninglinks.org
Resources on the ethics of selling history:

· Who owns archaeological artifacts? http://science.howstuffworks.com/environmental/earth/geology/own-archaeological-artifacts.htm
· Finders, keepers http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/ideas/articles/2008/02/10/finders_keepers/
· Who Owns History? http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1715290,00.html
· City Hall considers selling 15 historic landmarks http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2012-03-20/news/bs-md-ci-historic-properties-20120319_1_historic-landmarks-water-tower-comptroller-joan-m-pratt
· Baltimore Might Sell Historic Landmarks to Raise Money http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2012-03-28/baltimore-might-sell-historic-landmarks-to-raise-money
· Stolen Historical Artifacts Being Sold on EBay http://voices.yahoo.com/stolen-historical-artifacts-being-sold-ebay-855293.html
· Harrisburg Authority OKs looking into selling authority-owned historical artifacts http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2012/02/harrisburg_authority_oks_looki.html
· Historical society sells artifacts to survive http://blog.nj.com/njv_editorial_page/2011/01/historical_society_sells_artif.html
· History Museum & the Selling of Artifacts http://urbanhumanist.org/history-museum-the-selling-of-artifacts/
· Museum Sells Pieces of Its Past, Reviving a Debate http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/06/arts/design/06sales.html?_r=1
· Historical society sells artifacts to survive http://blog.nj.com/njv_editorial_page/2011/01/historical_society_sells_artif.htmlNJ Doctor Who Bought Nun's Baseball Card Comes Forward   http://wbal.com/article/64516/3/template-story/NJ-Doctor-Who-Bought-Nun-s-Baseball-Card-Comes-Forward
· Is That a Real LeBron Ball? RFID and Sports Memorabilia http://www.thesportjournal.org/article/real-lebron-ball-rfid-and-sports-memorabilia
· Reggie gets replica ring back in Las Vegas lawsuit  http://www.wtop.com/?nid=539&sid=2808486
· Amateur sleuth helps stop National Archives thefts  http://www.wtop.com/?nid=41&sid=2569544
· Baseball from infamous Buckner play sold for $418k http://www.wtop.com/351/2851719/Buckner-ball-sells-for-418250
· Inventors and Innovators:  http://sciencenetlinks.com/collections/black-history-month
· Young American Heroes:  http://edsitement.neh.gov/websites/young-americans-heroes-true-stories-young-people-us-history
· Video clip http://news.discovery.com/videos/archaeo-egypt-unwraps-pharaonic-future.html
· Articles about selling artifacts:
http://wbal.com/article/64516/3/template-story/NJ-Doctor-Who-Bought-Nun-s-Baseball-Card-Comes-Forward
http://www.thesportjournal.org/article/real-lebron-ball-rfid-and-sports-memorabilia
http://www.wtop.com/?nid=539&sid=2808486
http://www.wtop.com/?nid=41&sid=2569544
http://www.wtop.com/351/2851719/Buckner-ball-sells-for-418250
Socratic Seminar

http://www.socraticseminars.com/education/documents/SocraticSeminarGroundRulesPoster_000.pdf
http://www.authenticeducation.org/documents/WhatSeminar04.pdf
http://www.maxlow.net/avid/socsem/socraticseminaroverview.html
http://www.journeytoexcellence.org/practice/instruction/theories/miscideas/socratic/
http://www.pbs.org/opb/timeteam/
http://www.historicjamestowne.org/the_dig/
http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/summer11/jamestown.cfm
http://thisweekinthecivilwar.com/?p=1229
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/civil-war-fort-at-jamestown-is-dug-up-to-get-at-1607-site/2012/05/04/gIQAWfiC8T_story_2.html
http://www.ushistory.org/civ/1a.asp
Resources for Writing Argument 
· “Fallacies of Thinking” (Writers Inc, 2006, p. 477)

· “MP-Argument Clinic” http://teachertube.com/viewVideo.php?video_id=234963&title=Argumentation___MP_Argument_Clinic 

· So You Think You Can Argue  http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-1-so-you-think-you-can-argue
        Prepare students for persuasive writing by introducing them to the concept of making an argument. Students discover there’s a difference between “arguing” and...

· No Rambling Allowed  http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-4-no-rambling-allowed
       Students begin to organize their arguments and evidence both for and against the rule banning band t-shirts. Students learn the necessity of clear...

· Yeah, But…http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-5-yeah
Students meet “Yabbut Rabbit” and learn how to flesh out the support for their arguments by developing counterargument. Using the technique they learn in this...

· Argument, Persuasion, or Propaganda? http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson829/Argument-Propaganda.pdf  This printable chart, from a ReadWriteThink lesson, provides information about the goals, general techniques and methods used in argument, persuasion and...
· Copyright Law: From Digital Reprints to Downloads (Useful resource for Research Project)  http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/copyright-from-digital-reprints-1067.html
Students investigate how and why copyright law has changed over time, and apply this information to recent copyright issues, creating persuasive arguments...

· The Argument Clinic  http://www.unco.edu/philosophy/clinic.html
This resource, provided by the University of Northern Colorado, contains an online "clinic" for testing one's philosophical arguments. An argument or piece of reasoning is examined by the staff, and then a review is sent to the author. One can also view previous submissions to this clinic, as well as read an explanation of the argument evaluation process. This site is referenced in the EDSITEment lesson "Argument in an Athenian Jail: Socrates and the Law." 
· Persuasion Map http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/
In this student interactive, used in several ReadWriteThink lessons, students map out their argument for a persuasive essay or debate. The activity leads students through the steps of identifying a goal or thesis, writing three main reasons for their position and stating three facts or examples for each reason. When students finish this activity, the persuasion map can be printed out.
· What Courts Do: James Bond in a Honda http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/what-courts-do-james-bond-honda
Students learn the function of courts by examining evidence from a real case in which the producers of James Bond films sued Honda for creating an ad that...

· A Case for Reading - Examining Challenged and Banned Books  http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/case-reading-examining-challenged-410.html
Students examine books, selected from the American Library Association Challenged/Banned Books list, and write persuasive pieces expressing their views about...

· The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: Fallacies  http://www.iep.utm.edu/fallacy/
This resource, from the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, offers a list of fallacies, accompanied by explanations and examples. This resource is referenced in the ReadWriteThink lesson titled "Identifying and Understanding the Fallacies Used in Advertising." 
· Analyzing Famous Speeches as Arguments http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/analyzing-famous-speeches-arguments-30526.html
Students are often asked to perform speeches, but rarely do we require students to analyze speeches as carefully as we study works of literature. In this unit, students are required to identify the rhetorical strategies in a famous speech and the specific purpose for each chosen device. They will write an essay about its effectiveness and why it is still famous after all these years.
Online learning

http://www.elearners.com/guide/faq-glossary/elearning-faq/what-are-the-pros-and-cons-of-online-education/
Additional websites and web readings

www.pbs.org/wbgh/roadshow
http://debatepedia.idebate.org/en/index.php/Welcome_to_Debatepedia!

http://careers.stateuniversity.com/pages/548/Museum-Curator.html
http://bama.ua.edu/~alaarch/Whatisarchaeology/; www.ushistory.org/civ/1a.asp 
http://museumbox.e2bn.org/
http://americanheritage.byu.edu/Pages/LearningTips/Reading/Analyze-Argument.aspx 

http://www.wfaa.com/news/business/144303575.html
http://news.discovery.com/history/king-tuts-tomb-to-remain-open.html
http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/summer11/jamestown.cfm
http://www.ushistory.org/civ/
http://www.pbs.org/opb/timeteam/
http://www.historicjamestowne.org/the_dig/
http://americanheritage.byu.edu/Pages/LearningTips/Reading/Analyze-Argument.aspx
http://www.moviefone.com/movie/night-at-the-museum/24472/trailers
http://www.metmuseum.org/learn/for-kids
http://www.videodetective.com/movies/from-the-mixed-up-files-of-mrs-basil-e-frankweiler/811452#.T7pG9MXy_MI
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/facilitating-student-seminar-discussions-30584.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson-docs/TextWonderingChart.pdf
http://hostedweb.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/bdg/pdf_docs/d/F03.pdf
http://www.sdcoe.net/lret/avid/Resources/Philosophical_Chairs.pdf
http://www.jigsaw.org/steps.htm
http://china.mrdonn.org/qin.html 

http://www.travelchinaguide.com/attraction/shaanxi/xian/terra_cotta_army/qin_shihuang_1.htm 

http://www.imperialtours.net/terracotta_warriors.htm
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/persuasion-30034.html 
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