Lesson Seed #2 Making a Difference
Text: Give Me Liberty Chapters 2-5
Length: 2 days

Standards
RL.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RL.5.3: Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).
RL.5.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
W.5.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.5.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. (For a finer view of SL.1, check supporting standards 1a, 1b, 1c, and 1d)
L.5.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition).

Student Outcomes
1. Students will read chapters 2-5 of Give Me Liberty independently. For students requiring more support, the teacher may chunk text appropriately and cue students about significant portions of text.
2. Students will complete a character study organizer for the characters Owen and Basil.
3. Students will compare/contrast the characters Owen and Basil.
4. Students will discuss which character, Owen or Basil created the more major difference in Nathaniel’s circumstances.

Teacher Note: At this juncture in the novel, the teacher will assign students to cooperative groups to conduct an ongoing character study that extends through the completion of the novel. The culmination of this study is composing a written opinion regarding which character created the greatest difference in Nathaniel’s life.

Once groups are organized, the teacher will assign each group a major character from the novel. At the conclusion of each section of chapters; the novel is organized into sections, and instruction occurs within each section, the groups will meet to discuss their assigned character with focus on the character’s actions, thoughts, and words as they pertain to Nathaniel. After discussion, students will record the major points of the discussion and hold these notes in an individual designated folder for the duration of the novel. For students who require additional support, provide them with a checklist to assure that each stage of the task is accomplished. These notes will serve as a basis for a culminating jigsaw activity and will be the “literary research” used to create a written opinion.

Major characters include Basil Wilkinson, Edan Maguire, Mrs. Maguire, and Benjamin Blyth.

Minor characters include Owen, Moses, Maria Rind, Lord Dunmore, Thomas Jefferson, Jeremiah, John Hunter, Nathaniel’s father, and Nathaniel’s mother. 

Minor characters might be coupled with a major character or several minor characters might be joined and tracked without attention to a major character. How this is organized becomes the instructor’s choice.

