Lesson Seed #1 Making a Difference
Text: Variety of short nonfiction texts involving significant people
Length: 3 days

Standards
Rl.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RI.5.2: Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text.
RI.5.3: Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text.
RI.5.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
W.5.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.5.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ides and expressing their own clearly. (For a finer view of SL.1, check supporting standards 1a, 1b, 1c, and 1d)
SL.5.4: Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Student Outcomes
1. Students will read 3 statements about making a difference. 
People who make differences for others become well-known.
Making a difference is a positive thing.
Marking a difference requires much power and influence.
After reading each statement, students will move to a corner of the room marked as Believe, Mostly Believe, Partly Believe, Do Not Believe
Each corner’s group will conduct a brief discussion following previously stated rules.
*Everyone must speak
*Reasons must be offered for beliefs.
*Ask questions about beliefs
After rotations are complete, each student selects his/her most strongly held belief and composes a brief explanation for that belief. The written explanation is held for later a later activity.

2. Students will recall and discuss previous day’s activity about beliefs.
3. Students will each receive a previously prepared notecard with teacher determined individuals to read about; each student may choose an equal number of self-selected individuals to read about. For students who require additional support, the teacher may need to assist with free selections or have previously chunked the texts into more manageable pieces of reading.
4. Students will go to stations within the classroom where texts about these individuals are available. Students will take notes about these individuals in a two column format and continues these rotations until all reading is complete.
5. Students will review their notes and determine who among those individuals read about is the one who made the most significant difference. Student will write his/her own name on a notecard plus the name of the selected individual and submit it to the teacher.
6. The teacher will create mixed groups of students based upon their choices.
7. Within mixed groups, each student presents his/her opinion about his/her choice supported by text. The group discusses all the choices. Specific roles may be assigned in small groups for students who require more support.
8. By the end of the discussion, each student returns to his/her beliefs explanation and revises or reaffirms in writing his/her belief based upon brief reading research and introduction to and discussion of other individuals.

Teacher preparation for this opening activity requires organizing a series of short, accessible texts that detail the accomplishments of individuals throughout history. (See the unit overview for suggested texts.) The classroom must be organized into stations and into four corners. 


