Lesson Seed #4 Making a Difference
Text: Give Me Liberty Chapters 13-16
Length: 1 day

Standards
RL.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RL.5.2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.
RL.5.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.
RL.5.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
L.5.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meaning. (For a finer understanding of Standard 5, check supporting standards 1a, 1b, and 1c.)

Student Outcomes
1. Students will independently read chapters 13-16 of Give Me Liberty.
2. Students will participate in a close reading of each chapter with a focus on understanding selected pieces of figurative language and how that understanding aids comprehension.
3. In chapter 13, students will analyze the following: Their houses have been uproars of preparation. All the ladies have pulled out the silk dresses they are supposed to give up in favor or homespun cloth. How quickly principle gives way for a party. Understanding the metaphor of uproars of preparation provides understanding of the upset of Mrs. Maguire, which is presented in chapter 14. Still like a grasshopper, all arms and legs, thought Nathaniel, but he answered, “Very comely, master.” Understanding the simile of the music teacher appearing like a grasshopper and Nathaniel’s response provides insight into Nathaniel’s growing affection for his master. 
4. In chapter 14, students will analyze the following: Nathaniel’s recent change in fortune had shown him that even when things seemed hopeless—set like stone in sorrow—there might be a way out, a possibility of change. Understanding the simile where Nathaniel compares his hopelessness to a stone set in sorrow also provides insight that Nathaniel still has hopes for a happy change. When the adagio ended, Mrs. Maguire had a glow about her as alive and warm as the rose-colored sunrise filling the room. Nathaniel felt bathed in light as well, as a glimmer of confidence dawned inside him. Understanding the simile comparing the glow to the rose-colored sunrise reflects the change in Mrs. Maguire’s attitude at the beginning of the chapter.
5. In chapter 15, students will analyze the following: the second paragraph in the chapter, which begins…Mornings dawned icy…and concludes…These sounds punctured the crisp air and carried far, a reveille of town life. Taking note of the sounds in this paragraph provides understanding of the word reveille and the setting of Nathaniel’s world. Students will also analyze the third from last paragraph in chapter 15, which begins…”That’s really the trick of it…and concludes…”Just like making a spoke…” Using an extended metaphor to compare carving wood to decisions in life helps a reader understand Nathaniel’s thoughts and how they apply to his circumstances.
6. In chapter 16, students will analyze the following: Silence hung like the tools on the wall—sharp, potentially dangerous—as Edan sniffed and swigged. And Must I deal with yet another dog I’ve trained nipping at my heels? Understanding the simile comparing silence to sharp tools and the reference to another character as a dog nipping at Edan’s heels provides understanding of Edan’s anger and state of mind that foreshadow his imminent behavior at the end of the chapter.
7. Students will refer to the close reading of chapter one to discuss some of the same elements of language choice that appear in these chapters: references to the reappearance of hope through dismal circumstances.
8. Each cooperative student group will meet to discuss their assigned character/s and add to their note taking organizers based upon new details from chapters 13-16.


