Grade 4 – Heroes Unit

Shiloh Lesson Seeds #4 (Weeks 3 and 4)

Overview
These seeds give suggestions for continuing the student reading and response to the novel. Continue to utilize the electronic versions of the text and assistive technology for response when needed.  Consider sources for captioned/described video.

Standards

RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 
W.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. 
L .4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).  

· For each lesson:
· Make sure to connect what is being read with the characteristics of a hero
· Make sure to revise and review the definition of a hero

· Decide on the group format to utilize to read the literature (i.e., Reciprocal Teaching, Literature Circles, etc.)

· Think Along strategies can be used to help students monitor comprehension and track their thinking. Review reading strategies and skills such as making connections, inferring, drawing conclusions, author’s message, determining important ideas, etc.  Encourage students to jot down ideas as they read to track their thinking.  Students can also use Think Marks, sticky notes, comprehension strategy bookmarks, Think Aloud Bubbles, I Wonder bookmarks and/or Reading Road Maps.  These can be used by students before, during and after reading.  

· Students can read assigned chapters or sections of text, tracing their thinking to monitor comprehension.

· In Shiloh, there are no chapter titles.  Have students create titles to:
· Summarize the chapter
· Identify the characteristic of hero revealed in the chapter

· Ideas for close reading:
· Explain how the hero is revealed
· Explain how the barriers or obstacles encountered were overcome
· Explain how the setting impacted the plot
· As you read the chapters, explain the hero characteristics that are described
· Pick two characters and compare and contrast them
· Explain a character’s action that was not consistent with their personality
· Explain the role of the law in Shiloh 

· Illuminate point of view by determining other characters’ perspectives

· Discuss all characters and their potential to be considered a hero

· View the author video about the dog that inspired the book Shiloh to help students make connections to the powerful message from the author.
http://bcove.me/v2hp69b4  
or
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid46047440001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAAAFwNJhQ~,2UA9EcWU7eP5deM9ZNtDnpymQvz6Xgnw&bclid=911422007001&bctid=912336545001

Formative Assessment
Have students write to the following: (Use assistive technology [text to speech, word predicting, audio recording, etc] if necessary.)

Who is the hero in Shiloh?  Use specific text based evidence to support your opinion.  Use opinion checklist from Lesson Seed 3
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