Grade 4 – Heroes Unit


Character Trait (Qualities of a Hero) Lesson Seed #2 (3 days)
Text: Fiction and nonfiction (50%/50% balance).  Possible texts included in bibliography.
Standards:

RL.4. 3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

W.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 

W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. 
L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).  

Student Outcomes/Activities:

· Revisit the Lotus Diagram (or other accessible graphic organizer) created yesterday.
· Review or explicitly teach character trait vocabulary such as loyalty, steadfast, perseverance, integrity, reliable, patience, responsible, generous, determined, etc. Define vocabulary, synonyms, and differences in meaning, as needed. Relate vocabulary to concrete examples from student’s own experience. 
· Link the character traits to the heroes that students identified. 

· During the next few days, students will read grade-appropriate texts (could include anthology selections, web-based digital texts, etc.) with scaffolding as needed related to the theme of heroism. 

· Students will discuss how their character/person exemplified specific character traits.

· Students will write short opinion pieces, in which they identify a hero from their reading, identify a prominent character trait and provide reasons supported by facts and details from the text (support a point of view). Support student writing if necessary by providing real-world examples of opinion writing, allowing a student to use a recording device for the drafting of the opinion piece, provide writing process steps to aid in organization, and or provide a sample writing checklist for opinion writing.

· Students will work in collaborative groups to write a definition of a hero. They will refer to this definition throughout the unit to revise and modify their definitions based on future experiences reading various texts. As their thinking changes, students might revise their definitions. Chart and post; revisit throughout the unit.

For additional support and ELL learners:

Traits can be categorized to help struggling language users make connections to familiar vocabulary (ie. character traits such as generosity, compassion, cooperative, moral, loyalty, reliability may be in a category of caring/kind.   Honest, trustworthy, moral, etc. can be placed into the same category).
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