Grade 4 – Heroes Unit


Unit Opener – Lesson Seed #1 (Day 1)
Select a short informational text that captures the idea of heroism to use as an Interactive Read Aloud.   See bibliography for possible sample texts.
Standards:

RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. 

 Student Outcomes/Activities:

· Teacher will ask students to think about someone they think of as a hero. Pose question: what words come to mind when you think of your hero? 
· Students will work in small groups to discuss their heroes.  Use a sticky note to record the words that come to mind regarding the hero.  Make sure there is one word per sticky note on separate sticky notes.
· Teacher will construct a Lotus Diagram (or other accessible graphic organizer) to use as a whole class process chart (see sample attached). This chart will be used throughout the unit to demonstrate students’ changing beliefs about the qualities of a hero.  
· Use students’ initial responses as an assessment of their understanding and beliefs about heroes; allow them to share and teacher will post their descriptive words on the Lotus Diagram chart (or other accessible graphic organizer). 

· Teacher might find commonalities and work with students to attempt to group and label similar words together (i.e.  famous, brave, kind/generous, rich, smart). Students may keep a list of these words in a reading journal or electronic file for use in other activities. 
· Tell students that this chart will show how their thinking changes about the qualities of a hero.
· Watch the video Touching Them All to introduce the concept of heroism. http://www.teachertube.com/viewVideo.php?video_id=46669 
· Discuss – who is the hero?  Why?  What did you see in the video that supports your thinking?
· Complete a short interactive read aloud using an appropriately complex text about someone who could be considered a hero. 
· Students will listen to the text and discuss the characteristics and/or actions that make this person a hero, citing text evidence. 
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