Relationships Grade 3 
Lesson Seed #3 - Amazing Grace

	Unit Title:  Relationships 

	Grade Level:  3

	Essential Question: Why are relationships important?

	Lesson Seed: Amazing Grace by Hoffman, Mary. (1991) Dial Books for Young Readers. New York. ISBN 0-8037-1040-2

	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	When fully developed, the ideas in this lesson seed may take more than one day to complete.
Text Complexity considerations:
· Quantitative Measure: The Lexile level of this text is 680 which is within the upper portion of the Grade 2-3 band as designated in the CCSS Appendix A. 
· Qualitative Measure: The story is introduced with a character description that utilizes several sets of ellipses to connect the ideas and then transitions into a typical narrative style with events presented in time order. The illustrations are supportive of the text by providing a level of detail that the print portion does not include and may aid the reader in determining the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary in the text. The language in the book is contemporary, familiar, and conversational. The experiences in the book should be familiar for students and the theme is easily discernible. 
· Reader and Task Considerations: Third grade students should be interested in the text and possess the prior knowledge to fully understand the characters and scenario created in this story. The main character in the story is an African American girl who pursues a role in the class play despite the fact that her classmates tell her that she isn’t right for the part.
Teacher preparation:
· Read text to prepare for questioning.
· Number pages in book (for this lesson seed, numbering began with Title Page as page 1)
· Prepare lesson materials as necessary.

	Standard(s)

	Reading Literature
RL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g. their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.
RL.3.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language. 
RL.3.7 Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g. create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting). 
Language
L.3.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
a.  Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of words and phrases in context (e.g. take steps).
Optional: This standard could be addressed if other books in this series by Mary Hoffman were utilized.
RL.3.9 Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series).
· Boundless Grace
· Grace at Christmas
· Princess Grace
· Encore Grace
· Starring Grace
· Grace and Family

	Student Outcomes

	Students will analyze the illustrations and discuss their contribution to meaning. 
Students will participate in a group discussion about the text. 
Students will discuss literal and nonliteral meanings of phrases. 


	Materials

	Student Copies of the text - Amazing Grace
Literal and Non-Literal Organizer
Additional Resources:
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson807/traits-list.pdf  
Character trait list
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/character-trading-cards-30056.html Create a trading card for a character.
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/scrapbook/ Create character scrapbook pages. 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/doodle/index.html Doodle Splash is an interactive tool for responding to text through drawing and writing; requires Flash. 
Books of Idioms:
There’s A Frog in My Throat! 440 Animal Sayings a Little Bird Told Me by Loreen Leedy & Pat Street
Scholastic Dictionary of Idioms by Marvin Terban
Why the Banana Split by Rick Walton


	Lesson Ideas

	Students who can read the text silently should do so.  Students who may have trouble accessing the text should work with partners, access via technology or work in a small group with the teacher. Figurative language may increase the difficulty of the text, especially for English Language Learners. The teacher should provide scaffolding as necessary. It may benefit students to approach the text in reasonable chunks, stopping to discuss sections of text using text dependent questions such as the questions below (Pages in the book are not numbered by the publisher. In preparing for this lesson seed the pages were numbered beginning with the title page as page one):
· Page 1-13 – Meet Grace and find out about her many interests
· What character trait best describes Grace? Use evidence from the text to support your opinion. 
· Page 14-15 – Meet Grace’s teacher and classmates; the story problem is revealed
· Did the other students in the class treat Grace fairly? Use evidence from the text to support your opinion.
· Page 16-17 – Grace’s Mom and Nana react to Grace’s classmates’ comments
· What evidence from the text shows that Nana and Ma care about Grace?
· Page 18-21 – Grace’s outing with Nana
· How do Nana’s actions affect the outcome of the story? What evidence from the text supports your response?
· Page 22 – Grace auditions
· What was the author’s message?


Vocabulary:  Suggested general academic vocabulary words to introduce in context:
· Auditions (p.15), auditioned (p.22)
· Companion (p.11




Focus on Illustration:
1.  Focus student attention on one or more illustrations, such as Joan of Arc, Anansi the spider, Hiawatha, etc. Reread the text on the page and ask, “How do the illustrations help the reader understand this sentence?”
2. Focus student attention on the two page illustration with the text, “Sometimes she could get Ma and Nana to join in, when they weren’t too busy. Then she was Doctor Grace and their lives were in her hands.” Ask, what message the illustrator is giving on this page? How do you know that is the message? 
3. What do the illustrations show the reader about how Grace’s feelings changed throughout the story? 
Literal and Nonliteral Meaning:
Explain to the students that every language has idioms and expressions. Idioms are phrases or expressions that have hidden meanings. They can be confusing to readers because all of the words put together have a meaning of their own which may be different from the meanings of the individual words. Give an example or two of expressions that might be commonly used in your students’ environment (slip of the tongue, putting your foot in your mouth, his bark is bigger than his bite, etc.) Discuss the meaning of these phrases in the text that may have hidden meaning:
· Played all the parts, p. 11
· Seek her fortune,  p.11
· Sailed the seven seas, p. 7
· Lives were in her hands, p.13
· Put your mind to it, p.17
· Streets paved in gold, p.11
An example of a Literal and Nonliteral Meaning graphic organizer is provided and may be used before reading as a scaffolding tool or after reading. 

	Lesson Closure 

	· Describe the relationship between Grace and one other character in the story. Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
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