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                            Grade 3 Unit Model
                                   Relationships       


	Unit Overview

	The unifying theme of this unit centers on the concept of RELATIONSHIPS.  Students in third grade are involved in a variety of relationships, ranging from friendships, pets, family, neighborhoods, and/or clubs to relationships they encounter in text. The intention of the unit is to conduct a deep study of this concept and to help students become more aware of the relationships they encounter in daily life, in history, in the environment, and in texts. This unit will engage students in a variety of activities that will illustrate how events shape personal relationships, how particular relationships affect events and actions, and how relationships are developed and change over time. Throughout the unit students, will read both fiction and informational texts, engage with technology, and interact in cooperative groups to identify key ideas to build deeper meaning.  The anchor texts focus on a fictionalized account of Winter, a rescued dolphin and the people who helped rehabilitate her. 

The lesson models in this unit feature best practices to address Common Core State Standards and will assist students in the process of close reading, critical analysis of text, and will provide opportunities for students to compare a variety of texts on the same topic. Included are examples of text dependent questions and sample responses to guide instruction. A variety of learning structures are described, including sample organizers and resources. Instructional technology and a variety of resources are infused to maintain engagement, deepen comprehension and serve as prompts for future investigation and research. Students will maintain a learning log or journal to record and write regularly about the theme, vocabulary, characters, and events. Opportunities for modeled writing and simple scoring tools have been provided. Universal Design for Learning principles were considered when planning these lessons for a range of learners. 
An opening lesson introduces the unit followed by a series of lessons and possible lesson seeds for the novel, Dolphin Tale. After students read the literary piece, they will read the related informational book, Winter’s Tail. Suggested digital resources are provided to promote engagement and extended interdisciplinary learning and investigation. This unit may lead to a one week research project on a variety of scientific topics. Additional theme related books are suggested and the lesson seed for Amazing Grace can serve as a starter for exploring relationships in other genres.  

Provide the opportunity for students to select from a menu of ongoing  independent tasks:
· Recreate a vocabulary map in their journals.
· Create a graphic representation of vocabulary.
· Create chapter titles, summaries.
· Use technology to reinforce vocabulary retention.
Included in this plan is a teacher resource which serves as a visual to assist in planning.  It is not to be displayed in a completed form, but to be constructed collaboratively with students to reinforce the concept of various relationships.
  
The accompanying charts list a variety of alternative texts that may be substituted. While Lexile levels are indicated, it is important for texts to be fully evaluated for qualitative and reader and task considerations before using them instructionally. 
 

	Essential Question

	Why are relationships important?





	Standards

	Reading Literature Standards
RL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 
RL.3.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from non-literal language.

Informational Text   
RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.
RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.
RI.3.7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).
RI.3.8 Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence).
RI.3.9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic.

Writing 
W.3.6 With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others.
W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.
W.3.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.  
W.3.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single setting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening
SL.3.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.
b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
c. Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of others.
d. Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.
SL.3.3 Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 

Language
L.3.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibility from a range of strategies.  
L.3.4d Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.

	Student Outcomes

	· Students will identify and develop an understanding of various types of relationships.
· Students will identity the text evidence that show the development of relationships and events. 
· Students will work collaboratively to respond to texts in a variety of modes. 
· Students will write routinely over extended time frames.
· Students will engage in a range of collaborative discussions.

	Anthology Text Suggestions	

		Title
	Lexile Level
	Book-Share
	Accessible Book Collection
	              Anthology

	Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman
	680
	X
	X
	McMillan/McGraw-Hill – Treasures 

	A Castle on Viola Street  by DyAnne DiSalvo
	570
	
	
	McMillan/McGraw-Hill – Treasures

	Boom Town by Sonia Levitin
	590
	X
	
	McMillan/McGraw-Hill – Treasures

	Seven Spools of Thread by Angela Shelf Medearis
	430
	X
	
	McMillan/McGraw-Hill – Treasures
Houghton Mifflin – Reading

	Nacho and Lolita by Pam Muñoz Ryan
	
	X
	
	McMillan/McGraw-Hill – Treasures

	Ramona and Her Father by Beverly Cleary
	840
	X
	
	McMillan/McGraw-Hill – Treasures

	Dear Juno by Soyung Pak
	390
	
	
	McMillan/McGraw-Hill – Treasures

	Stone Soup retold by Jon Muth
	480
	X
	
	McMillan/McGraw-Hill – Treasures 
Harcourt – Storytown
Houghton Mifflin – Reading

	Uncle Jed’s Barbershop by Margaree King Mitchell
	710
	X
	
	SRA-McGraw-Hill – Open Court

	Country Mouse, City Mouse by Heidi Holder
	
	
	
	SRA-McGraw-Hill – Open Court

	The Keeping Quilt by Patricia Polacco
	920
	
	X
	SRA-McGraw-Hill – Open Court 
Houghton Mifflin – Reading 

	Aunt Flossie’s Hat (and Crab Cakes Later) by Elizabeth Fitzgerald Howard
	400
	X
	
	SRA-McGraw-Hill – Open Court

	Through Grandpa’s Eyes by Patricia MacLachlan
	560
	X
	
	SRA-McGraw-Hill – Open Court

	Teammates by Peter Goldenbock
	930
	X
	
	SRA-McGraw-Hill – Open Court

	The Babe and I by David Adler
	330
	
	
	Harcourt – Storytown

	Ramona Quimby, Age 8 by Beverly Cleary
	860
	X
	X
	Harcourt – Storytown
Houghton Mifflin – Reading

	Aero and Officer Mike: Police Partners by Joan Plummer Russell
	780
	
	
	Harcourt – Storytown

	Seal Surfer by Michael Foreman
	740
	
	
	Houghton Mifflin – Reading 

	Nights of the Pufflings by Bruce McMillan
	890
	
	
	Houghton Mifflin – Reading

	Yunmi and Halmoni’s Trip by Sook Nyul Choi
	550
	
	
	Houghton Mifflin – Reading

	Cliff Hanger by Jean Craighead George
	
	
	
	Houghton Mifflin – Reading 

	Grandma’s Records by Eric Velasquez
	780
	
	
	Houghton Mifflin – Reading

	The Ballad of Mulan by Song Nan Zhang
	
	
	
	Houghton Mifflin – Reading

	Two Days in May by Harriet Peck Taylor
	
	
	
	Houghton Mifflin – Reading 
SRA-McGraw-Hill – Open Court

	Alejandro’s Gift by Richard Albert
	840
	
	
	Houghton Mifflin – Reading 

	Trapped by the Ice! by Michael McCurdy
	790
	
	
	Houghton Mifflin – Reading 

	Raising Dragons by Jerdine Nolen
	670
	
	
	Houghton Mifflin – Reading 

	Rescue at Sea! by Wolfram Hanel
	470
	
	
	Houghton Mifflin – Reading

	Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown
	640
	X
	X
	Houghton Mifflin – Reading

	The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant
	940
	
	
	Houghton Mifflin – Reading

	Cricket in Times Square by George Selden
	780
	X
	
	

	Beezus and Ramona by Beverly Cleary
	780
	X
	
	

	More Stories Julian Tells by Ann Cameron
	430
	X
	
	

	Will and Orv by Walter Schulz
	470
	
	
	

	Frindle by Andrew Clements
	830
	X
	X
	




	Additional Suggested Texts  

	
	Title
	Lexile
	BookShare
	Accessible Book Collection

	Nana Upstairs, Nana Downstairs by Tomie DePaola
	530
	Yes
	No

	The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein 
	530
	Yes
	No

	Stories Julian Tells by Anne Cameron 
	430
	No
	No

	Teammates by Peter Golenbock
	930
	Yes
	No

	The Wednesday’s Surprise
	540
	No
	Yes

	Miss Malarkey Won’t Be in Today
	340
	No
	No

	Koko’s Kitten by Dr. Francine Patterson
	610
	Yes
	No

	The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson
	300
	Yes
	No

	Nubs The True Story of a Mutt, a Marine & a Miracle by Major Brian Dennis, Kirby Larson, Mary Nethery
	810
	No
	Yes

	Our Tree Named Steve by David Catrow
	890
	No
	No

	The Hundred Penny Box
	700
	Yes
	No

	The Two Bobbies
	810
	Yes
	Yes

	Winter’s Tail
	930
	Yes
	Yes

	Pink and Say
	590
	Yes
	Yes

	Mrs. Katz and Tush
	530
	No
	No

	Thank You Mr. Falker by Patricia Polacco
	650
	
	Yes

	Chicken Sunday by Patricia Polacco
	650
	Yes
	No

	The Gardener
	570
	Yes
	No

	Just a Dream
	
	No
	No

	Raising Dragons by Jerdine Nolen
	630
	No
	No

	Dolphin Tale: The Junior Novel 
(144 pages)
	630
	No
	No

	A Dolphin Tale: A Tale of True Friendship (32 pages)
	760
	No
	No

	The Lorax
	560
	Yes
	No

	A Chair for My Mother
	640
	Yes
	No

	Baseball Saved Us
	550
	Yes
	No

	Owen & Mzee The True Story of a Remarkable Friendship by Isabella Hatkoff, Craig M Hatkoff, 
Paula Kahumbu
	920
	
	

	The Ballad of Mulan by Song Nan Zhang
	540
	
	

	Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White
	680
	Available in Spanish , DVD, and audio CDs
	

	Amos and Boris by William Steig
	810
	Available in Spanish
	

	Four Feet, Two Sandals by Karen Lynn Williams & Khadra Mohammed 
	620
	
	

	Those Shoes by Maribeth Boelts
	680
	Available in DVD
	

	How To Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwell
	650
	Available in CD audio and eBook
	

	Friendship According to Humphrey by Betty G. Birney
	640
	Available in audio CD
	

	The Ant and the Elephant by Bill Peet
	720
	
	

	Miss Malarkey by Judy Finchler
	450
	
	

	My Rotten Redheaded Older Brother by Patricia Polacco
	480
	Available in Audio CD
	




	Unit Assessments

	
Pre- Assessments: Explain a selected relationship displayed visually.
                                  Thumbs Up Thumbs Down: given a set of two words student identify which could have a relationship.
Formative Assessments: ongoing reflections, journal entries, responses from group and individual work, and writing.
Summative Assessment: Describe the relationship developed between two identified characters in the first section, Chapters 1-5, of the novel. 
Summative Assessment: Upon conclusion of the novel, describe the relationship developed between two identified characters. 



	Lesson Plans

	
Lesson #1  Dolphin Tale (Chapters 1-5) - Close Analytic Reading
Lesson #2  Winter’s Tail  - Close Analytic Reading



	Lesson Seeds

	
Lesson Seed # 1 Unit Opener Prezi - 
Lesson Seed #2 Dolphin Tale (Chapters 6-12)
Lesson Seed #3 Dolphin Tale & Winter’s Tail
Lesson Seed #4 Amazing Grace







SAMPLE WORD/CONCEPT MAP


[image: ]








1
Grade 3 Relationships                                                      MSDE Unit Model                                        DRAFT Summer 2012
image2.jpeg




image3.png
With the
Environment




