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Lesson Seed

	Unit Title:   Inventions, Week 4 Day 3

	Grade Level:   2nd 

	Essential Question: How is creative thinking an important trait? 

	Focus Question: How can I solve a problem?  How are problems solved?

	Text/Resources

If I Built a Car by Chris Van Dusen,  Dutton Children’s Books, 2005
Reading Level: 3.3

Summary: Jack describes the kind of car he would build – one with amazing accessories and with the capability of traveling on land, in the air, and under the sea.


	Standard(s)

RL.2.3: Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.

RL.2.7. Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.
SL.2.1:  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

SL.2.2:  Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through media.
L.2.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.

RF.2.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.



	Student Outcomes

· Students will be able to answer questions about the characters, setting, main idea, and events in the story using details from the text 
· Students will explore and clarify the meaning of the word fantastic as it pertains to the story.
· Students will express and support an opinion about Jack’s car.



	Sample Activity:

Have students think-pair-share to use the word fantastic in a sentence and tell what the word means. Use a document camera to return to the text and read aloud the second from the last page. Unpack the figurative language to determine if the author’s use of the word fantastic (excellent, superb, extra special) is the same as the students’. Use the children’s dictionary in www.wordsmyth.com to develop other meanings for the word fantastic (hard-to-believe and strange/unusual). Return to the text and have students listen and look for all the ways that Jack’s car is fantastic. Engage students in a collaborative discussion using any or all of these text dependent questions.

· What makes Jack’s car fantastic?
· How is Jack’s car fantastic and extra special?

· What makes Jack’s car fantastic and hard to believe?

· What is fantastic or strange and unusual about Jack’s car?

· Did Jack really build a car? How do you know? How does that make his car fantastic?

Routine writing: Students will express an opinion about Jack’s car supported by text evidence. Explain to students that using the word fantastic to describe something expresses an opinion because it is a person’s judgment. It is important to provide an explanation and support from the text for the opinion. Use this or another example to model writing an opinion about Jack’s car.
Jack’s car is a fantastic machine because it is hard to believe. There was a couch, a pool, and a snack bar in Jack’s car. It’s hard to believe that all of that would fit in any car.

Jack’s car is a fantastic machine because ​_____________________________________________________________________.









