Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts

	Grade:  2
	Unit Title:  Inventions



	Lesson Overview

	· This is the fourth day of a 5-day “close read” of the text Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit by Chris Van Dusen.  The lesson should take approximately 45 minutes.
· The purpose of this series of lessons is to allow the students to complete a close read of one text.  They will spend time over the 5 days developing their understanding of the main character and gathering evidence from various parts of the story.  Each day, students will write a journal entry of their understanding of the character of Randy Riley, and, at the end of the week, the students will write an opinion piece stating their opinion of the word that best describes the character.    This will help students to prepare for various parts of an optional performance assessment which the teacher can choose to have students complete at the end of the unit (see end of Week 5 through Week 6 on unit calendar).   

· During today’s lesson, students will also write a narrative piece which can also help to prepare them for narrative writing that is part of a performance assessment which the teacher can choose to have students complete at the end of the unit.

	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	The lesson plans were designed for heterogeneous classes.  When teachers implement these plans, they should consider the skills and special needs of their students and make adjustments accordingly.  

Apply appropriate elements of UDL.

The following websites provide alternate strategies and information for differentiation of lesson.  

English Language Learners

http://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
Gifted Children

National Association for Gifted Children

http://www.nagc.org/
Special Education and 504 LD Online

http://www.ldonline.org/educators
http://marylandlearninglinks.org
It would be beneficial to prepare for this lesson by:

· learning about the concept of close reading.  (one possible resource for teachers is  p. 6 of PARCC Model Content Frameworks)

· reading Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit ahead of time to select places that you would like to stop in instruction (see details in lesson procedures below).

· thinking ahead about the needs of the students in your class in terms of reading abilities, ability to write their ideas, etc.  (especially in regards to ability to complete #4 in Lesson Procedure below)

· reading students’ journal responses to the prompt from the previous day of this week.  Note students’ ability to complete the question, whether their answer is based in evidence from the text and whether the word they chose was directly stated in the text or based on conclusions they have drawn.

· creating a list of words to describe Randy from the journal entries that students have written; this will be displayed  for the students to discuss during the lesson today. 

· researching narrative writing especially in relation to writing personal narratives.

**Prepare for small group/guided reading by selecting appropriate leveled text and making connections to “Inventions” and other topics related to this theme.



	Essential Question

	How is creative thinking an important trait?

	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RL.2.3: Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges 

W8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

W3: Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.


	Student Outcomes

	· Students will draw conclusions about characters in a story to determine their traits.

· Students will write a journal entry to state what they have learned about the main character.

· Students will write a personal narrative to share information about a time when they or someone they know demonstrated traits similar to one of the traits of the main character.

	Materials

	· 1 copy of Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit (Van Dusen:  Candlewick Press, 2012) for each student with Post-It Notes and sticker dots still in it from the previous lesson

· student journals

· teacher-created list of words that could be used to describe Randy

	Pre-Assessment

	Assess students’ ability to identify character traits for Randy by reading the entries they wrote in their journals from yesterday’s lesson in response to the prompt:  Write what you learned about Randy today.   


	Lesson Procedure

	1.  Review the work students have done to this point using Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit.  Remind students of the conversation we’ve had throughout this week as we’ve discussed the fact that authors like their readers to try to figure things out about their characters.  Authors sometimes give clues about their characters through how the characters behave and what they say.

2.  Review the idea of “patterns” discussed on the first day of this week and go back through the Post-It Notes that the students placed in the book to see if they can identify a pattern(s) in the way in which Randy responds to challenges.  Ask them questions such as “Do you have many green dots?”,  “Do you have more red dots?”, “Look at the places where you have green dots.  Do you see any similarities or patterns in those places?  What about the red dots?  Similarities?  Differences?”, “What does the fact that you have red and/or green dots over and over again tell you about Randy?”, etc.

3.  Show students the teacher-created list of words from student journal entries for this week that could possibly be used to describe Randy.   Ask students to individually select a word from the displayed list that they think best describes Randy Riley based on the patterns they identified and what they read in the text.  (If they would like to add their own word that is also fine as long as they can support it with text.)

4.  Students record the word they selected and reasons they selected that word based in text.  Based on students’ abilities, select next steps for the lesson.  Possible ideas include:

· Students work with a partner to give clues as to the word they chose using the text they chose to support their idea.  Their partner has to guess which word from the list that person chose based on the text and clues the person gives.

· Have students work in partners.  Assign them a word from the list that they then have to support using text.  

When they have exhausted all of the text they can find to support that word, they can then choose a new word to support with text.

· Assign them a word from the displayed list and have them match text that has already been chosen for them that they think best supports that word.

5.  Students complete a routine write in their journals to respond to the following prompt.

· Write what you learned about Randy today.

6.  Extend the work from this week’s lessons into a more extensive writing piece focused on narrative writing (which could end up taking a number of class periods depending on students’ familiarity with narrative writing).  

7.  First, introduce students to the idea of narrative writing.  Then, introduce them to the concept of a personal narrative.  Depending on students’ familiarity with narrative writing, it may be beneficial to read some sample personal narratives as a whole class in order to discuss characteristics, etc.  

8.  Students write personal narrative to respond to the following prompt.  

· You just read a story about a character who perseveres when there are problems to solve.  Now write a personal narrative about a time when you or someone you know persevered to solve a problem like the character in the story.  Use details from the text in your narrative.




	Lesson Closure

	Review the lesson outcome with the students and ask them if they think we accomplished our goal for the day (through thumbs up, for example.)
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