Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts

	Grade:  2
	Unit Title:  Inventions



	Lesson Overview

	· This is the second day of a 5-day “close read” of the text Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit by Chris Van Dusen.  The lesson should take approximately 45 minutes.
· The purpose of this series of lessons is to allow the students to complete a close read of one text.  They will spend time over the 5 days developing their understanding of the main character and gathering evidence from various parts of the story.  Each day, students will write a journal entry of their understanding of the character of Randy Riley, and, at the end of the week, the students will write an opinion piece stating their opinion of the word that best describes the character.   This will help students to prepare for various parts of an optional performance assessment which the teacher can choose to have students complete at the end of the unit (see end of Week 5 through Week 6 on unit calendar).   



	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	It would be beneficial to prepare for this lesson by:

· learning about the concept of close reading.  (one possible resource for teachers is  p. 6 of PARCC Model Content Frameworks)

· reading Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit ahead of time to select places that you would like to stop in instruction (see details in lesson procedures below).

· thinking ahead about the needs of the students in your class in terms of reading abilities, ability to write their ideas, etc.

· reading students’ journal responses to the prompt from the previous day of this week.   Note students’ ability to complete the question, whether their answer is based in evidence from the text and whether the word they chose was directly stated in the text or based on conclusions they have drawn.

	Essential Question

	How is creative thinking an important trait?

	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RL.2.3: Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges 

W8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.



	Student Outcomes

	· Students will identify responses of the character to the challenges he faces.

· Students will write a journal entry to state what they have learned about the main character.

	Materials

	· 1 copy of Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit (Van Dusen:  Candlewick Press, 2012) for each student with Post-It Notes from the previous day’s lesson still in each student’s copy of the book 

· green sticker dots for each student

· red sticker dots for each student

· student journals

	Pre-Assessment

	Assess students’ ability to identify character traits for Randy by reading the entries they wrote in their journals from yesterday’s lesson in response to the prompt:  Write what you learned about Randy today.   


	Lesson Procedure

	1.  Review the idea of patterns in behavior as discussed yesterday.  Tell students that we will be reading Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit more closely today to see how Randy responds to challenges with which he is faced. 

2.  Review the places where we placed Post-It Notes yesterday and explain that we will now use sticky dots to represent how Randy responded to the problems which he faced….in either a negative or a positive way.  We will reread each place where there is a Post-It Note to see if Randy kept working to solve the problem or to see if he just gave up.  We will place a green sticker dot on the back of the Post-It Note in that spot if we find evidence in the text that he kept working to solve the problem.  We will place a red sticker dot on the back of the Post-It Note if we find evidence in the text that he stopped trying to solve the problem and just gave up.  

3.  Model the first one for the students including placing the sticker dot and jotting on the back of the Post-It Note what it is that Randy does to solve the problem. Then, have students complete the activity for the remainder of the pages (consider breaking the text into chunks and having students read each chunk one a time).  Sample answers could include…

· Challenge 1 – stinks at baseball so he stages a game with his robots

· Challenge 2 – fireball coming so he tells his parents who don’t listen; then he decides to solve the problem on his own

· Challenge 3 – not easy building this thing but he works for 18 days on it 

· Challenge 4 – robot needed power and he knew it needed 97 batteries

· Challenge 5 – needs a “bat” for the robot so he guides the robot to the smokestack

4.  Once students have finished the activity, have them share with a partner(s) in a cooperative structure such as Think-Pair-Share the color of the sticker dot they placed on each Post-It Note for each challenge that Randy faced.  Have student partners note places where they had the same color sticker dot and places where they had different ones as compared to their partner(s). 

5. After students have discussed with their partners, give them time to revisit the stickers they placed on the Post-It Notes and the option to change any of their sticker colors based on text and their conversation(s) with their partner(s).

6.   Students complete a routine write in their journals to respond to the following prompt. 

· Write what you learned about Randy today.




	Lesson Closure

	Review the lesson outcome with the students and ask them if they think we accomplished our goal for the day (through thumbs up, for example.)
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