Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts

	Grade:  2
	Unit Title:  Inventions



	Lesson Overview

	· This is the first day of a 5-day “close read” of the text Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit by Chris Van Dusen.  The lesson should take approximately 45 minutes.
· The purpose of this series of lessons is to allow the students to complete a close read of one text.  They will spend time over the 5 days developing their understanding of the main character and gathering evidence from various parts of the story.  Each day, students will write a journal entry of their understanding of the character of Randy Riley, and, at the end of the week, the students will write an opinion piece stating their opinion of the word that best describes the character.   This will help students to prepare for various parts of an optional performance assessment which the teacher can choose to have students complete at the end of the unit (seeWeek 6 on unit calendar).   



	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	The lesson plans were designed for heterogeneous classes.  When teachers implement these plans, they should consider the skills and special needs of their students and make adjustments accordingly.  

Apply appropriate elements of UDL.

The following websites provide alternate strategies and information for differentiation of lesson.  

English Language Learners

http://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
Gifted Children

National Association for Gifted Children

http://www.nagc.org/
Special Education and 504 LD Online

http://www.ldonline.org/educators
http://marylandlearninglinks.org
It would be beneficial to prepare for this lesson by:

· learning about the concept of close reading.  (one possible resource for teachers is  p. 6 of PARCC Model Content Frameworks)

· reading Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit ahead of time to select places that you would like to stop in instruction (see details in lesson procedures below).

· thinking ahead about the needs of the students in your class in terms of reading abilities, ability to write their ideas, etc.

**Prepare for small group/guided reading by selecting appropriate leveled text and making connections to “Inventions” and other topics related to this theme.



	Essential Question

	How is creative thinking an important trait?

	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RL.2.3: Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges 

W8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.



	Student Outcomes

	· Students will identify challenges faced by the main character.

· Students will write a journal entry to state what they have learned about the main character.

	Materials

	· Students may want to reference a copy of a story used in the previous week’s lessons entitled Inventor McGregor (Pelley:  Farrar Straus Giroux, 2006) in order to complete the pre-assessment.

· 1 copy of Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit (Van Dusen:  Candlewick Press, 2012) for each student

· Post-It Notes for each student

· Student journals

	Pre-Assessment

	Discuss patterns in behavior in characters from previous stories read throughout this unit.  Ask students to answer the following question in their journals: “What word(s) would you use to describe the character Inventor McGregor from the book we read last week? Note students’ ability to complete the question, whether their answer is based in evidence from the text and whether the word they chose was directly stated in the text or based on conclusions they have drawn.  


	Lesson Procedure

	1. Complete the pre-assessment activity with students.  

2. Introduce the objective to the students.

3. Discuss idea of patterns and the fact that we can make inferences and learn about characters based on patterns we see in their behavior, in what they say, etc. 

4. Tell students we will spend time this week doing a “close reading” of Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit by Chris Van Dusen.  As we read, we will be trying to learn about the character Randy.  Authors love giving us clues about what the characters in their books are like so we can learn about what kind of people these characters are, but we have to do the thinking to unlock the clues!  On thing we’ll do this week is look for challenges that Randy faces and patterns in the way he responds to those challenges to see what we can learn about what kind of a person Randy is.

5. Read Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit aloud to the students as students follow along in their own copies of 

the book.  Throughout reading, have students identify places in the text where Randy is confronted with problems such as the following.  (Model identification of the first challenge as you read aloud.  Write a few words to identify the problem on the Post-It Note.) 

· Challenge 1 – stinks at baseball 

· Challenge 2 – fireball coming 

· Challenge 3 – not easy building this “thing” he’s building 

· Challenge 4 – robot needed power 

· Challenge 5 – needs a “bat” for the robot

6. Students place a Post-It Note in each place where they find a challenge that Randy faces.  At the end of Day 1, have students leave the Post-It Notes in the places they’ve placed them in their books. On Day 2, students will revisit the story and Post-It Notes again for next steps.   

7. Students complete a routine write in their journals to respond to the following prompt.

· Write what you learned about Randy today.
     Adjust presentation and level of support as needed based on each days routine writing.
       


	Lesson Closure

	Review the lesson outcome with the students and ask them if they think we accomplished our goal for the day (through thumbs up, for example.)
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