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Lesson Seed

	Unit Title:   Inventions, Week 2 Days  2-3

	Grade Level:   2nd 

	Essential Question: How is creative thinking an important trait? 

	Focus Question: How do people come up with inventions? 

	Text/Resources

The Boy Who Invented TV: The Story of Philo Farnsworth  by Kathleen Krull
Text Complexity Considerations:
Quantitative Measure (Readability measures and other scores of text complexity):  Lexile: 860L

Summary: This picture-book biography of Philo Farnsworth covers his early interest in machines and electricity, leading up to how he put it all together in one of the greatest inventions of the 20th century. It follows the inventor from the three-year-old who drew schematics of train engines, to the teen who automated the clothes washer so he would have more time to read, to the young man who celebrated his invention.
Other Suggested Titles: 

The Day-Glo Brothers by Chris Barton; Charlesbridge Publishing, 2009; 990 Lexile, Guided Reading O

Pop! The Invention of Bubble Gum by Megan McCarthy; Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman Books, 2010; 740 Lexile 

	Standard(s)

RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key ideas in a text. 

RI.2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text. 

W.2.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 



	Student Outcomes

· Students will ask and answer questions to help them understand a biography. 

· Students will order key events in a biography to help them create a timeline.  

· Students will form an opinion about the most important event in a person’s life and justify using reasons from the text. 



	Sample Activities:

Day 1:

1. Explain that a biography tells the story of a person’s life. We are going to read a biography about the person that invented the TV. His name was Philo Farnsworth. Let’s make a list of questions that we have about Philo and inventing the TV that we think will be answered in his biography.

2. Create a list of questions that students have. Begin reading the text, stop occasionally to see if any questions have been answered or if any new questions have been created. 

3. At the end of the story, discuss which questions were answered. Also discuss how Philo created his invention. He had an idea and kept experimenting until he got it to work. 

Day 2:

1. Review what a biography is from the day before. Explain that biographies tell the important events in a person’s life. Today we are going to put look at all the events in Philo’s life and put them into a timeline.

2. Students can work in partners or the whole class can work together to put together a timeline. Highlight the words that give us clues about the order of events. This can also be done on a SMART board using the Flip Chart (see http://support.prometheanplanet.com/server.php?show=nav.19251) so students can manipulate the events.  Go back to the text strategically if the event does not give us a clue as to when it occurred. 
3. Students look back at all the events of Philo’s life.  Which one do you think was the most important?
4. Students write an opinion piece, using details from the text as reasons to support their opinion.
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