

Lesson Seed
	Unit Title:   Inventions

	Grade Level:   2nd 

	Essential Question: How is creative thinking an important trait?

	Focus Question: How do people think creatively to make life better for themselves and others?

	Text/Resources
· Directions to create a tin-can phone; possible sources may include the following websites:
- http://www.dsokids.com/athome/instruments/telephone.aspx
- http://www.ehow.com/how_2067160_make-tin-can-phone.html  
· Materials to make tin-can phones (see the directions to make the phone)

	Standard(s)
R1.2.3: Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in a technical procedures text. 
R1.2.5: Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronics menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.
R1.2.7: Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text. 


	Student Outcomes
· Students will compare directions given to make a tin-can phone and select one set of directions to follow.
· Students will identify the reason(s) why they chose the set of directions they selected.
· Students will describe the way in which graphics contribute to their understanding of the steps in a process. 
· Students will select one step from their chosen directions and create a graphic that contributes to the meaning of the chosen step. 


	Sample Activity:
Launch Unit with a hands-on activity by reading and following directions for making a “Tin-Can Phone”.  Before beginning the activity, show students 2 different versions of directions for the activity.  One version should include graphics/images and one should not.  Students select the one they would like to follow and then make the tin-can phone.

Discuss connections between the steps in the procedure.

Discuss the way in which the graphics included in the directions contribute to and clarify the text.

Routine Writing: Choose one step from the directions you followed.  Create a graphic/image that could be added to that step to clarify the directions.  Explain how this graphic contributes to and/or clarifies the text.




