Second Grade Inventions Unit – ELA Unit-At-A-Glance Organizer

	WEEK 1….Focus Question:  How do people think creatively to make life better for themselves and others?  (Biographies)

	Text/Resources

Online resources
Standard(s)
R1.2.3, R1.2.5, R1.2.7 

This activity can be used to launch the unit focused on inventions and creative thinking.  Students use on-line text to complete a hands-on activity.

*See Lesson Seed. 

	Text

Listen Up by Monica Kulling
Standard(s)

R1.2.3, W.2.8
Students use text and a video on BrainPop to explore the idea that inventions often come as the result of specific events in an inventor’s life.

     *See Lesson Seed.
	Texts

Biographies

Standard(s)

RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.5, RI.2.10,W.2.7, W.2.8, SL.2.3-5 
This is the first day of a 3-day research activity in which students research an inventor.  Teacher models during today’s activity using the text “African American Inventors”.

*See Lesson Plan. 

	Texts

Biographies

Standard(s)

W.2.7, W.2.8
Students work in small groups to use various texts to research their assigned inventor and complete a research note taking organizer.
*See Lesson Plan. 
	Texts

Biographies

Standard(s)

SL.2.2, SL.2.4, SL.2.5, R1.2.7 
Students share their findings from their research in small jigsaw groups.  Other students ask questions of presenters through Praise-Question-Polish (PQP) process. 

 *See Lesson Plan. 


	WEEK 2….Focus Question: How have inventions improved people’s lives? 

	Text

Inventor McGregor by Kathleen T. Pelley

Standard(s)

RL.2.3, RL.2.7
Students will discuss Inventor McGregor’s character traits and how he was influenced by the events in the story. 

*See Lesson Seed. 

	Text

The Boy Who Invented the TV: The Story of Philo Farnsworth by Kathleen Krull

Standard(s)

RI.2.1, RI.2.3, W.2.1

Students ask and answer questions while reading the text.
*See Lesson Seed. 
	Text

The Boy Who Invented the TV: The Story of Philo Farnsworth by Kathleen Krull

Standard(s)

RI.2.1, RI.2.3,  W.2.1

Students order the key events in the Philo’s life and then determine which event was most important. 

*See Lesson Seed. 
	Text

George Crum and the Saratoga Chip by Gaylia Taylor.

Standard(s)

RI.2.3, RI.2.6, SL.2.2
Students determine the four most important events in George Crum’s life and the author’s purpose for writing the biography. 

*See Lesson Seed. 
	Texts

Inventor McGregor, The Boy Who Invented the TV, George Crum and the Saratoga Chip

Standard(s)

RI.2.1, RI.2.6, RI.2.9 

Teacher and students work together to synthesize information from texts read recently to determine characteristics of inventors. 
       *See Lesson Seed. 


	WEEK 3….Focus Question: How do others use creative thinking to solve problems? 

	Text

Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit by Chris Van Dusen

Standard(s)
RL.2.3, W.2.8
This is the first day in a 5-day close reading of the book Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit.  Students read the story to identify challenges that Randy faces.  Many aspects of the lessons over these 5 days provide instruction needed for students to complete the performance assessment at the end of this unit.

*See Lesson Plan. 
	Text

Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit by Chris Van Dusen

Standard(s)
RL.2.3, W.2.8
This is the second day in a 5-day close reading of the book Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit.  Students read the story to identify ways in which Randy responds to challenges.   

*See Lesson Plan. 


	Text

Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit by Chris Van Dusen

Standard(s)

RL.2.4, W.2.8
This is the third day in a 5-day close reading of the book Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit.  Students analyze the author’s choice or words and how specific words contribute to their understanding of the character of Randy.   

*See Lesson Plan. 
	Text

Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit by Chris Van Dusen

Standard(s)
RL.2.3,  W.2.8, W.2.3

This is the fourth day in a 5-day close reading of the book Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit.  Students identify patterns in Randy’s behavior, draw conclusions regarding his character based on these patterns and write a personal narrative related to the character traits.   

*See Lesson Plan.
	Text

Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit by Chris Van Dusen

Standard(s)
RL.2.7, W.2.8, W.2.1 
This is the fifth day in a 5-day close reading of the book Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit.  Students select the word that they think best describes the character of Randy and write an opinion piece to share their opinions. 

*See Lesson Plan. 


	WEEK 4….Focus Question: How can I solve a problem? / How are problems solved? 

	Text

The Kids’ Invention Book by Arlene Bach 

Standard(s)
RI.2.3, SL.2.1, SL.2.2 
Students identify cause and effect relationships between events and ideas.
*See Lesson Seed.

	Text

If I Built a Car by Chris Van Dusen

Standard(s)

RL.2.3, RL.2.7, SL.2.1, SL.2.2, RF.2.4, W.2.1
Students participate in collaborative discussions about the importance of creative thinking.

*See Lesson Seed.

	Text

If I Built a Car by Chris Van Dusen

Standard(s)

RL.2.3, RL.2.7, SL.2.1, SL.2.2, L.2.4, RF.2.4
Students use a variety of tools to unpack figurative language in the text.

      *See Lesson Seed.
	Text

If I Built a Car by Chris Van Dusen

Standard(s)

RL.2.1, W.2.3, SL.2.1, SL.2.2
Students write using a source by planning a narrative sequel to the text.
        *See Lesson Seed.
	Text

If I Built a Car by Chris Van Dusen

Standard(s)

RL.2.4, W.2.3, L.2.1, L.2.2
Students continue their narrative by drafting a sequel to the text.

See Lesson Seed.


	WEEK 5…. Focus Question: How were everyday problems solved with inventions?

	Text

Incredible Inventions by Lee Bennett Hopkins

Standard(s)

RI.2.2, RL.2.4, RL.2.7, RF.2.4b, W.2.6
Students read and work together to determine the main ideas of information on the invention of the popsicle.
*See Lesson Seed.

	Text

Incredible Inventions by Lee Bennett Hopkins

Standard(s)

RI.2.2, RL.2.4, RL.2.7, RF.2.4b, W.2.6

Students discuss how shape and repetition contribute to the meaning of a poem.  Students use online tools to compose theme poems about popsicles.

*See Lesson Seed.
	Text

The Kid Who Invented the Popsicle by Don Wullfson

Standard(s)

RI.2.1, SL.2.2, SL.2.3, W.2.5, W.2.7

Students read to compare and contrast details in a poem and text on the same topic.
   *See lesson seed.
	Text

The Kid Who Invented the Popsicle by Don Wullfson

Standard(s)

RI.2.1, SL.2.2, SL.2.3, W.2.5, W.2.7

Students work in groups to research everyday inventions A-Z.  Students prepare a written and an oral presentation of their information.  

   *See lesson seed.
	Text

The Kid Who Invented the Popsicle by Don Wullfson

Standard(s)
RI.2.1, SL.2.2, SL.2.3, W.2.5, W.2.7

Students add audio and/or visual displays to their information.  Students make a written and an oral presentation of their information.  
   *See lesson seed.


	WEEK 6….Performance Assessment

	Text

Iggy Peck, Architect by Andrea Beatty

Standard(s)

RL.2.3, RL.2.7, L.2.4a
This is the first day of a 3-day performance assessment.  Students read the story, make inferences about the character traits of 2 characters and also determine the meanings of unfamiliar words using context.

*See Lesson Plan.

	Text

Iggy Peck, Architect by Andrea Beatty

Standard(s)

RL.2.3, RL.2.7, W.3 
This is the second day of a 3-day performance assessment.  On this day students write a narrative piece to describe a time when they or someone they know acted in a similar way to the main character.

*See Lesson Plan. 
.
	Text

Iggy Peck, Architect by Andrea Beatty

Standard(s)

RL.2.3, RL.2.7,W.1
This is the third day of a 3-day performance assessment On this day students write an opinion piece to state what they believe was the biggest problem that Iggy Peck solved.

*See Lesson Plan.

	
	 


