

Instructional Lesson Plan English Language Arts


	Grade: 2
	Unit Title: Communities

	Lesson Overview

	This lesson will provide students an opportunity to collectively share their knowledge about communities.  During this five-day lesson, students will construct a collaborative ABC fact book about communities.  Teachers will guide students through the writing process and provide opportunities to use technology during the process and for the finished product.   This book will culminate the unit on Communities by having students share their understanding of “What makes a Community?”  



	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	These model lessons feature best practices to address Common Core State Standards.  The lesson plans were designed for heterogeneous classes.  When teachers implement these plans, they should consider the skills and special needs of their students and make adjustments accordingly.  

Apply appropriate elements of UDL:

· Options for Perception: 1.1 Customize the display of information,   1.2 Provide alternatives for auditory information, 1.3 Provide alternatives for visual information
· Options for Expression: 5.1 Allow choices of media for communication, 5.2 Provide appropriate tools for composition and problem solving, 5.3 Provide ways to scaffold practice and performance
· Options for Comprehension:  3.1 Provide or activate background knowledge , 3.2 Highlight critical features, big ideas, and relationships , 3.3 Guide information processing, 3.4 Support memory and transfer
· Options for Sustaining Effort: 8.3 Foster collaboration and communication 

The following websites provide alternate strategies and information for differentiation of lesson.  

English Language Learners

http://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
Gifted Children

National Association for Gifted Children

http://www.nagc.org/
Special Education and 504 LD Online

http://www.ldonline.org/educators
http://marylandlearninglinks.org
**Prepare for small group/guided reading by selecting appropriate leveled text and making connections to “Communities” and other topics related to this theme.



	Essential Question

	What makes a community?


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	W.2.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.

W.2.5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing.

W.2. 6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.

W.2.7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science

SL.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

SL2.2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.



	Student Outcomes

	· Students will participate in an extended writing experience.

· Students will work collaboratively to determine the characteristics of an ABC fact book.

· Students will convey ideas about communities in complete sentences.

· Students will demonstrate understanding of the concept of communities by sharing their understanding in written form.

· Students will publish a collaborative ABC fact book about communities.  



	Text/Resource Section:

	· Variety of grade appropriate informational ABC books

· LCD/Document Camera

· Completed Alpha-box chart of community terms



	Pre-Assessment

	· Find out what students already know about ABC books and chart their responses.

· Use their responses (their knowledge, questions, omissions, confusions) to guide your teaching.

· Be thinking, “What else do they need to know and understand before they can successfully write ABC books?”

· What do I need to do, say, read, model, show, and explain before they are ready to effectively write on their own?


	Lesson Procedure

	Day 1:  Immersion in ABC Books

1. Read many examples of factual ABC books to students. 
2. Have students browse and examine many factual ABC books with your guidance. 
3. During this immersion phase, begin a chart titled,
4. “What do we notice about ABC fact books?”
5. Elicit comments from students, such as the following:

· “Each page is a different letter of the alphabet.”

· “There is an illustration for each letter.”

· “Each page is a fact about the specific topic.”

· “Each book is about a specific topic.”

· “Some of the letters are difficult to come up with a fact, like the letters Q, X, and Z.”

· “Everything that the author has written is true.”
6. As you are reading aloud or after reading a factual ABC book, record what the students notice about the book. For example: “What did you notice about the author’s words or the pictures?” Take the book apart with students and notice what makes them “good.” Keep charted responses short and meaningful; add illustrations or pictures, as necessary.
Day 2:  Demonstration Writing/Student Drafting

Begin to write the ABC book.  Create a page of the book as a model in front of students as you. Use the alpha-box poster of “Community” terms that was created throughout the unit.  These words can be used as the topic for each page of the class ABC book.  

1. Before writing you may want to review the chart with all the letters of the alphabet.  Determine that all letters have “community” words.  Explain to the students, “You will be assigned a letter of alphabet to create a page for our class ABC book”.  

2. Choose a letter to demonstrate writing a page of the book.  You may want to choose a letter that is more difficult to think of a topic.  

3. Make all of your decisions in front of your students. You may say something like this, “Kids, I’m going to be thinking out loud as I write, I’m doing that so that when you write you’ll know what kind of thinking writers do.”  (Use an LCD projector or document camera to make the writing visual)

4. Refer to the class chart often so that students see that you are thinking like a writer by noticing what other authors have done when writing factual ABC Books.

5. Ask students, “What did you notice about my writing?” Check to see if they are picking up on your writing process, for example:

· Re-reading (to figure out what to say next to revisit and rethink what you’ve written)

· Revising as you go

· Editing as you go, at times
· Thinking about characteristics you’ve listed together on the class chart.
Student Writing:  
· Cut apart the sections of the Community words alpha-box.  Give each student a letter to focus the topic of his or her writing.
· Have students begin drafting their writing.

· Rotate throughout the classroom, providing guidance when necessary.  

Day 3/Day 4:  Revising and Editing Writing:

1. Use conferences to assess students’ writing progress.
2. Notice patterns, for example, you may need to teach mini lessons that support writing facts with details about the given topic (Organization) and making illustrations to help convey meaning. 
3. Continually determine through observation and discussion what focus lessons to teach to small groups or the whole class to help students move forward
4. Hold revising and editing conferences once students have done all they can on their own.  These conferences can also be done with peers before meeting with the teacher.

Day 5:  Publishing

Think about a variety of publishing options.  The use of many technology tools can enhance the writing experience.   See the following blog for suggestions for technology integration with publishing.   

http://commoncorewriting.wordpress.com/production-and-distribution-of-writing/w6/


	Lesson Closure

	Provide time for students to share their published ABC fact book with an authentic audience.  
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