

Lesson Seed
	Unit Title:    Communities

	Grade Level:   2nd 

	Essential Question: 

	Focus Question: 

	Text/Resources:
What Is a Community from A to Z?  by Bobbie Kalman

 Lexile: IG680L

[bookmark: cover][image: cover_image]Summary: This informational text follows an alphabetic organizational structure that highlights the basic concepts of community: buildings, families, rules, and working together. As a culminating activity for this unit on communities, students will write and publish an alphabet book about their community.
 

	Standards:
[bookmark: ri-2-1][bookmark: ri-2-4][bookmark: ri-2-6]RI.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RI.2.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
· [bookmark: ri-2-7]RI.2.6. Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
[bookmark: sl-2-1]SL.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
[bookmark: w-2-8]W.2.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.


	Student Outcomes:
· Students will use the table of contents to locate information.
· Students will attend to text and illustrations to answer questions about key details.
· Students will engage in collaborative discussions.
· Students will discuss key ideas from the text with a partner.
· Students will recall information to describe an important job in a community.


	Sample Activity (Day 2): 
Revisit the essential question: What makes a community? Remind students this alphabet includes a great deal of information about communities and that we will want to extract the main ideas and key details to answer the essential question. Create an alpha-box on chart paper to use for note-taking. Use a document camera and have students closely attend to key details in the text, illustrations, and captions to What Is a Community? from A to Z. Throughout the reading model and guide students to note key information on the alpha-box. Review notes to discuss engage in a collaborative discussion using any or all of these text dependent questions.
· What is the author’s purpose for writing this book?
· Looking at the alpha-box, which pages contain the main idea(s) about communities? (Highlight the alphabet letter and notes.)
· What are the most important details about communities?
· What makes a community?

Routine writing: Using details from the text and notes on the alpha-box, explain what makes a community.

**Prepare for small group/guided reading instruction by selecting appropriate text and materials. Make connections to the concept of Teamwork wherever possible.
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