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Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts


	Grade: 2
	Unit Title: Communities

	Lesson Overview

	This 2-day lesson will provide students an opportunity to explore their own community and compare it to the community in the book On the Town.  They will participate in a close reading of the text and respond to text-dependent questions about the story. During routine writing, students will create a comparison statement about the community in the story and their own community.   

	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	These model lessons feature best practices to address Common Core State Standards.  The lesson plans were designed for heterogeneous classes.  When teachers implement these plans, they should consider the skills and special needs of their students and make adjustments accordingly.  

Apply appropriate elements of UDL:

· Options for Perception: 1.1,   1.2 Provide alternatives for auditory information 

1.3 Provide alternatives for visual information
· Options for Expression: 5.1 Allow choices of media for communication, 5.2 Provide appropriate tools for composition and problem solving, 5.3 Provide ways to scaffold practice and performance
· Options for Comprehension:  3.1 Provide or activate background knowledge , 3.2 Highlight critical features, big ideas, and relationships , 3.3 Guide information processing, 3.4 Support memory and transfer
· Options for Sustaining Effort: 8.3 Foster collaboration and communication 

The following websites provide alternate strategies and information for differentiation of lesson.  

English Language Learns

http://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
Gifted Children

National Association for Gifted Children

http://www.nagc.org/
Special Education and 504 LD Online

http://www.ldonline.org/educators
http://marylandlearninglinks.org
**Prepare for small group/guided reading by selecting appropriate leveled text and making connections to “Communities” and other topics related to this theme.



	Essential Question

	What makes a community?



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RL.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RL.2.7. Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.

SL.2.2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.

SL.2.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.

W.2.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding

W.2.3. Write narratives in which they recount a well elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.


	Student Outcomes

	· Students will participate in a close reading of the book On the Town.
· Students will respond to text-dependent questions about the story and use evidence from the story to support their understanding.

· Students will explore the community around their school using their senses to recall details.

· Students will compare and contrast their community and the community presented in the text.

· Students will chart their understanding about what makes a community on the KWL organizer.




	Text and Resources

	On the Town by Judith Caseley 
Summary: Charlie's homework was to explore the people and places in his community. "What is my community?" he asked his mother. So they took a walk to find out. With the bounce and humor that have characterized all her popular books over the years, Judith Caseley once again proves that when it comes to the primary school world, there is very little that she doesn't know. Charlie and his mother take a walk that can be taken by anyone with a keen sense of fun -- and open eyes and an inquiring mind.  (Amazon)
KWL chart from introduction lesson

Venn Diagram 

Author’s Website:   http://www.judithcaseley.com/jc_town.html
Alternate Lesson:  http://learningtogive.org/lessons/unit207/lesson2.html


	Pre-Assessment

	Review the K-W-L chart from day 1.  Elicit additional questions/information about communities from students.  



	Day 1: Lesson Procedure – On the Town by Judith Caseley

	Closely read the story On the Town.  Have students listen to the story and think about the people and places in the community as presented in the story.  While reading, demonstrate how to read closely to make sense of what the author is saying and clarify unknown words.  Make your thinking visible.  

For example, stop after reading the first paragraph and reread the text. Clarify the meaning of community that is presented in the text.  Have students respond to these text-dependent questions to show their understanding. Prompt students to share evidence from the text to support their answers.  

· Why do you think Charlie’s Mom took Charlie on a walk to find out about his community?

· Who were members in Charlie’s community?

· Which community member is the most important to Charlie’s?  Explain how you know.
Add information about Communities to the KWL chart from the first day of the unit. Encourage students to share what they have learned and what they still want to learn.  



	Lesson Closure

	Routine Writing:  Have students reflect on the story in their daily writing journal.



	Assessment:

	Teacher observation of the following:

· Participation in class discussions

· Contribution to KWL chart

· Quality responses to questions

· Evaluation of student’s routine writing



	Day 2: Lesson Procedure-Compare and Contrast Communities


	Engagement:  
· Take a walk through the school neighborhood focusing on the sounds and sights.  

· When you return to class, brainstorm everything the students noticed in the school neighborhood on a T-chart.  Have students think of the sounds and sights of the neighborhood.  


Ask the students to compare the things in the book to the things in their own community surrounding their school. Model how to use a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast.  Have students work in cooperative groups to complete a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast the two communities. Provide a copy of the book On the Town to each group to use as reference.   

Digital Venn Diagram:  http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/venn/


	Lesson Closure:

	Routine Writing:  Have students write an informational paragraph that explains the similarities and the differences of the communities.   Some students may need prompt or sentence starter.  



	Assessment:

	Teacher observation of the following:

· Participation in class discussions

· Contribution to Venn Diagram 
· Quality discussion during cooperative learning activity
· Evaluation of student’s routine writing
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