


Lesson Seed
	Unit Title:  Communities

	Grade Level:   2

	Essential Question:   What is a community?

	Focus Question:  Are there animal communities?

	Text/Resources: Digital and print resources about community animals (Emperor penguins, meerkats, or gorillas are suggested.)

Sample Text/Resources:
· The Life Cycle of an Emperor Penguin by Bobbie Kalman (Lexile: NC880L)
· Meerkats by Kari Schuetz (Lexile: 340L)
· Amazing Gorillas by Sarah L. Thomson (Lexile: 670L)
· Emperor Penguins: http://www.photovolcanica.com/PenguinSpecies/Emperor/EmperorPenguinPhotos.html 
· Meerkats: http://www.kidcyber.com.au/topics/meerkat.htm 
· Gorillas: http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/apes/gorilla/ 
· Collective nouns for animal groups: http://www.hintsandthings.co.uk/kennel/collectives.htm/ 


	Standard(s)
[bookmark: ri-2-1]RI.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
W.2.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.
[bookmark: w-2-7]W.2.7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).
[bookmark: w-2-8]W.2.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
[bookmark: l-2-1]L.2.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
· Use collective nouns (e.g., group).


	Student Outcomes:
· Students will participate in shared research to learn about the community life of an animal.
· Students will seek answers to questions about community animals.
· Students will recall information to answer questions.


	Sample Activity:
Remind students that animals live in communities for several reasons: for protection from enemies, to find and share food, to care for the young, to build and share shelter. Choose an animal to research and read information from at least two sources. (Sample sources are listed above.) Use the table of contents (in books) or headings (on web pages) to find answers to questions about community activities. Maintain a focus on the community life of the chosen animal. Focus questions might include any or all of the following:

· What is a group/community of (gorillas, meerkats, emperor penguins) called?
· What is a (gorilla, meerkat, emperor penguin) home like? 
· How do (gorillas, meerkats, emperor penguins)  care for the young (eggs and/or babies)
· How do (gorillas, meerkats, emperor penguins) protect the members of their group?
· How do (gorillas, meerkats, emperor penguins) get food for the group?
Take notes and engage students in a shared writing focused on the community life of the chosen animal resulting in a cohesive informational paragraph. Model writing using notes to write one or two sentences. Think aloud to craft an inviting opening. Have partners discuss a sentence that would follow logically using information from the notes. Have students work individually or with a partner to draft remaining sentences.  Bring students together for peer review to ensure topic focus (community life) and logical organization. Teach students how to write a good ending. Model editing for conventions.
Extension: Allow individual students, partners, or groups to research a different community animal to write an informational paragraph.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Other animals that live in groups/communities include chimpanzees, elephants, wolves, and  lions.






