


Lesson Seed
	Unit Title:  Communities

	Grade Level:   2

	Essential Question:   What is a community?

	Focus Question:  Are there animal communities?

	Text/Resources:
The Great Fuzz Frenzy by Janet Stevens and Susan Stevens Crummel
A Colony of Prairie Dogs by Richard and Louise Spilsbury

Teachers are encouraged to preview all multi-media productions to determine their appropriateness for students.  
Thinkfinity Comparison Online Organizer
http://interactives.mped.org/view_interactive.aspx?id=656&title=%22


	Standard(s)
RI.2.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
RI.2.9. Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.
[bookmark: w-2-2]W.2.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.


	Student Outcomes:
· Students will identify the purposes of different texts on the same topic.
· Students will compare details in two texts on the same topic.
· Students will explain how the prairie dog community in the story is like a real prairie dog community.


	Sample Activity:

Model thinking about the author’s purpose for writing the two different pieces of text about prairie dogs. Have students think-pair-share their ideas about the author’s purpose and how it impacts the reader.  

Think aloud to compare the prairie dog communities presented in the story and the informational text with regard to the response to danger, the organization of the burrow, the roles of individuals in the community, etc. Use a document camera to demonstrate how looking at both texts to determine how an author of a narrative text uses factual information to guide his/her writing. Show how to alternate looking at the two texts to note comparisons.
 
Have students work in cooperative groups to continue comparing details about prairie dogs in the narrative and the informational text using the online organizer (or a printed Venn Diagram).  Make sure students have copies of both texts in order to provide evidence to support their thinking.  

Routine writing: Explain one way that the prairie dog community in The Great Fuzz Frenzy is like a real prairie dog community.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Example: The prairie dog community in The Great Fuzz Factory is like the real prairie dog community in A Colony of Prairie Dogs on some ways. One way they are alike is __________________________________________________________________________.







