


Lesson Seed
	Unit Title:  Communities

	Grade Level:   2

	Essential Question:   What makes a community?

	Focus Question:  Are there animal communities?

	Text/Resources:
A Colony of Prairie Dogs by Richard and Louise Spilsbury

[image: :::Screen shot 2012-05-14 at 9.07.03 AM.png]Summary:  Why do prairie dogs live in colonies? How do prairie dogs greet each other? What jobs do prairie dogs have? Find the answers to these and many more questions in A Colony of Prairie Dogs. Many mammals live alone, but prairie dogs live together in a large group called a colony. Read this book to look at the fascinating life and habits of prairie dogs and to see how a colony works.  (http://books.google.com/books/about/A_Colony_of_Prairie_Dogs.html?id=ayrIpSSlSb8C)

Multi-media Resources:  
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/prairie-dog/


	Standard(s)
RI2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RI2.5. Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.
RI2.7. Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text.
· [bookmark: l-2-1]L.2.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
· Use collective nouns (e.g., group).
W2.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.


	Student Outcomes:
· Students will ask and answer questions about key details in the text and text features.
· Students will use the table of contents, captions, and photographs to locate key facts to answer questions.


	Sample Activity:
[image: :::Screen shot 2012-05-14 at 9.21.38 AM.png]Use the LCD projector to show text and text feature. Scroll down to the table of contents (which has two active hyperlinks). Ask students which chapters are likely to have information about the community life of prairie dogs.  Select the link for “What Is a Prairie Dog Colony Like?”  Have students listen closely to a read aloud of the text.  Think aloud to help students connect the captioned illustration to the text showing multiple coteries in a prairie dog colony. Call students attention to the collective noun, coterie, for a family of prairie dogs. Use the Stop and Jot note-taking sheet to paraphrase information from this page. Return to the table of contents to select the next link or scroll down to read “Where Do Prairie Dogs Live?” Guide students in using the text and text features to note important information about the community life of prairie dogs. Engage students in a collaborative discussion using any or all of these text-dependent questions.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]How is a hyperlinked table of contents used?
· What is a family of prairie dogs called?
· What is a prairie dog’s home called?
· How does the photograph on page 10 show the organization of a prairie dog burrow?
· How do prairie dogs work together to protect themselves?
· Which photograph shows prairie dogs looking for predators?

Routine Writing:  Describe one way that prairie dogs live in a community.
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