


Lesson Seed
	Unit Title:  Communities

	Grade Level:   2

	Essential Question:   What makes a community?  

	Focus Question:   Are there animal communities?

	Text/Resources:
The Great Fuzz Frenzy by Janet Stevens and Susan Stevens Crummel

[bookmark: _GoBack]Lexile: 420L

Summary:  Deep, deep down in their underground town, the prairie dogs live in harmony-- 
[image: Screen shot 2012-05-03 at 7]until a mysterious, fluorescent, very fuzzy thing (otherwise  known as a tennis ball) rolls down their hole. When the prairie dogs discover that they can pluck and pull the fuzz into fabulous fashions, their fear quickly turns to curiosity, then delight, then pure greed. The frenzy that erupts threatens to tear apart the prairie-dog town forever. But when mean ol' Big Bark is kidnapped after taking all the fuzz for himself, the prairie dogs come to the rescue and remember the true meaning of community.  (Amazon)
· Writing Journal
· Notecards

Additional Suggestions: 
http://www.susanstevenscrummel.com/teachertipsfuzz.htm
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/book/great-fuzz-frenzy


	Standard(s)
RL.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
L.2.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.
          a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
W.2.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section.
SL.2.6 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification.


	Student Outcomes:
· Students will ask and answer questions about the story.
· Students will use content to determine the meanings of words and phrases.
· Students will write a book review to express an opinion of the story.


	Sample Activity:
Reread the story “The Great Fuzz Frenzy”.  Complete a class “story map” organizer of the key features of the story. Following a read aloud of the book, have students work in pairs to revisit and closely read the text to find and explain the meanings of words or phrases that they find interesting. This may be a good time to introduce figurative language such as alliteration, onomatopoeia, or simile.
http://languagearts.pppst.com/figurative.html.

Have students write the word or phrases that they found interesting in the story.  Have students share with a partner the word/phrase and how it adds to the story.  Create a class “Wow Word Chart”.  As students read a variety of text, encourage students to add interesting words to this chart. Students can use these words in their writing.  

Routine Writing:  Have students write a book review to express their opinion of The Great Fuzz Frenzy.  Students should encourage or discourage other students to read the book using details from the book to support their opinion.  They should focus on the key characters or events in the story.  Books reviews can be published on http://www.spaghettibookclub.org/ or http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/swyar/






image1.png




