Ant and Honeybee Communities
	Unit Title:    Communities

	Grade Level:   2nd 

	Essential Question: What makes a community?

	Focus Question: Do insects live in communities?

	Text/Resources:
· The Life and Times of the Ant by Charles Micucci
· Honeybees by Deborah Heligman
· 3-column chart with questions (for comparing insect communities)
· Whiteboard, where available


	Standards:
[bookmark: ri-2-1][bookmark: ri-2-4][bookmark: ri-2-6]RI.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
· [bookmark: ri-2-9][bookmark: l-2-4]RI.2.9. Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.
[bookmark: sl-2-1]SL.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
[bookmark: w-2-2]W.2.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.
[bookmark: w-2-7]W.2.7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).


	Student Outcomes:
· Students will use a note taking tool to answer questions about insect communities.
· Students will note how ant and honeybee communities are alike and different.
· Students will participate in composing a shared research report.


	Sample Activity: 
Explain that reading informational text allows a reader to research and answer big questions and report findings. Display the blank, 3-column chart (similar to a Venn Diagram – to compare and contrast ant and honeybee communities) on a whiteboard. Explain that answering the questions will organize information to compare honeybee and ant communities.. Reread Honeybees and “The Ant Family” in The Life and Times of Ants. Model and guide students in taking notes (on their 3-column chart) by answering the questions on the whiteboard. Once all questions are answered, work with students to move common answers on the whiteboard to the middle column explaining that the information in the center represents ways that these insect communities are alike.

Revisit the essential question and the focus question. Engage students in a collaborative discussion to decide how the information on the chart helps them answer these questions.
· Do insects live in communities?
· How are ant communities and honeybee communities alike?
· What makes an insect community?
· How are ants in a community interdependent?
· How do honeybees share responsibility within the community?

Engage students in shared writing to compose a cohesive paragraph using information from the texts and the graphic organizer to compare ant and honeybee communities.

**Prepare for small group/guided reading instruction by selecting appropriate text and materials. Make connections to the concept of Teamwork wherever possible.










Sample Comparison Paragraph

Ant and Honeybee Communities

Ant and honeybee communities are alike in many ways. Both insect communities are called colonies. There are three kinds of insects in each insect community. There is one queen in each colony, and she lays all the eggs. The males are called drones. The workers are all female, and they have many jobs in their community. Workers clean and feed the eggs and larva. In fact, they gather all the food for the community. Workers keep the home clean. They also guard the home and keep it safe. In ant and honeybee communities, the queen, the drones, and the workers all have important jobs to do. 



Lesson Seed
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	Ants and Honeybees
	Honeybees

	What is an ant community called?

	What is an ant and a honeybee community called?
	What is a honeybee community called?


	Who lays eggs?

	Who lays the eggs?
	Who lays eggs?


	What is a male ant called?

	What is the male called?
	What is a male honeybee called?


	Who cleans the ants’ home (anthill)?

	Who cleans the community home?
	Who cleans the honeybees’ home (hive)?


	Who gathers food for the community?

	Who gathers the food?
	Who gathers food for the community?


	Who cleans and feeds the eggs and larva (baby insects)?

	Who cleans and feeds the eggs and larva?
	Who cleans and feeds the eggs and larva (baby insects)?


	Who guards the anthill?

	Who guards the community?
	Who guards the hive?
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	Ants and Honeybees
	Honeybees

	What is an ant community called?
a colony
	What is an ant and a honeybee community called?
	What is a honeybee community called?
a colony

	Who lays eggs?
queen (Q)
	Who lays the eggs?
	Who lays eggs?
queen (Q)

	What is a male ant called?
drone (D)
	What is the male called?
	What is a male honeybee called?
drone (D)

	Who cleans the ants’ home (anthill)?
worker (W)
	Who cleans the community home?
	Who cleans the honeybees’ home (hive)?
worker (W)

	Who gathers food for the community?
worker (W)
	Who gathers food for the community?
	Who gathers food for the community?
worker (W)

	Who cleans and feeds the eggs and larva (baby insects)?
worker (W)
	Who cleans and feeds the eggs and larva?
	Who cleans and feeds the eggs and larva (baby insects)?
worker (W)

	Who guards the anthill?
worker (W)
	Who guards the community?
	Who guards the hive?
worker (W)



[bookmark: _GoBack]
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	Ants and Honeybees
	Honeybees

	What is?

	What is an ant and a honeybee community called? 
a colony
	What is a honeybee community called?


	Who lays eggs?

	Who lays the eggs? 
queen (Q)
	Who lays eggs?


	What is a male ant called?

	What is the male called? 
drone (D)
	What is a male honeybee called?


	What is the male ant’s only job?

	What is the male ant’s only job? 
mate with the queen
	What is the male honeybee’s only job?


	Who cleans the ants’ home (anthill)?

	Who cleans the community home? 
worker (W)
	Who cleans the honeybees’ home (hive)?


	Who gathers food for the community?

	Who gathers food for the community?
worker (W)
	Who gathers food for the community?


	Who cleans and feeds the eggs and larva (baby insects)?

	Who cleans and feeds the eggs and larva? 
worker (W)
	Who cleans and feeds the eggs and larva (baby insects)?


	Who guards the anthill?

	Who guards the community?
worker (W)
	Who guards the hive?




Key:                    W = worker      Q = queen      D = drone (male)
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