

Lesson Seed
	Unit Title:    Communities

	Grade Level:   2nd 

	Essential Question: What makes a community?

	Focus Question: Do insects live in communities?

	Text/Resources:
Honeybees by Deborah Heiligman 

Lexile: NC950L

[image: Honeybees: Jump into Science]Summary: This informational text explores many jobs a worker bee with have in the course of her life. The text also identifies the sole duties of the queen and the drones (male bees).

Additional Resource (s): 
· Brain Pop Video, “Bees” – View :48 through 3:04 to learn about the community life of honeybees.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Fun with Words - http://www.rinkworks.com/words/collective.shtml. This website contains collective nouns for animal groups..


	Standards:
[bookmark: ri-2-1][bookmark: ri-2-4][bookmark: ri-2-6]RI.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RI.2.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
· [bookmark: ri-2-7][bookmark: l-2-4]RI.2.6. Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
· [bookmark: l-2-1]L.2.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
· Use collective nouns (e.g., group).
· L.2.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.
· Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
[bookmark: sl-2-1]SL.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.


	Student Outcomes:
· Students will attend to text and illustrations to answer questions about key details.
· Students will use context and illustrations to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words.
· Students will engage in collaborative discussions.
· Students will write a response citing evidence from the text.
· Students will use the collective noun colony to describe a community of ants and honeybees.


	Sample Activity: 
Have think-pair-share to describe an ant community. Explain that honeybees, like ants, are social insects that live in communities called colonies. The word colony is a collective noun used to describe a group of honeybees (and ants). Use a document camera to engage in an interactive reading of Honeybees to look for similarities between an ant and honeybee communities. Use any or all of these text-dependent questions to engage students in a cooperative discussion with a partner or with the students in their groups. 
· Should people fear honeybees or should honeybees fear people?
· How many queens are there in a honeybee colony? What is the queen’s job?
· What is the drone’s job?
· What jobs do the worker bees do?
· How do worker honeybees provide a home, food, and safety for the community?

Routine writing: (Information): Write a brief description of the job of the queen, the drone, or the worker bee. 

**Prepare for small group/guided reading instruction by selecting appropriate text and materials. Make connections to the concept of Teamwork wherever possible.




image1.jpeg




