

Lesson Seed
	Unit Title:    Communities

	Grade Level:   2nd 

	Essential Question: What makes a community?

	Focus Question: Do insects live in communities?

	[image: Ants Go Marching, The]Text/Resources:
· The Ants Go Marching – traditional children’s song, edited by Ann Owen (available as an ebook)
· YouTube (song and lyrics) - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xozQnsGkHJ4

Lexile: AD900L

Summary: This is an illustrated version of the traditional children’s song. Verses describe what ants do when they go marching one by one, two by two, etc. The chorus follows each verse.  Since the rhyme is silly and does not represent what ants really do, students will create new rhymes that reflect what they have learned about ants. Rhyme Zone (www.rhymezone.com) is a good resource for one and two syllable words that rhyme with numerals one through ten.

Additional Resources: 
· Ant  by Rebecca Stefoff in Houghton Mifflin: A Legacy of Literacy, Grade 2, Theme 4
· The Teacher’s Guide (lyrics) - http://www.theteachersguide.com/kidsongs/antsgomarching.htm


	[bookmark: rf-2-4][bookmark: ri-2-6]Standards:
RF.2.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
· Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression.
[bookmark: rl-2-1][bookmark: rl-2-4]RL.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RL.2.4. Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.
[bookmark: sl-2-1]SL.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
[bookmark: w-2-3]W.2.3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.


	Student Outcomes:
· Students will read the song with accuracy and expression to emphasize the rhyme and the beat.
· Students will answer questions about text details.
· Students will engage in collaborative discussions.
· Students will create a narrative version of the song that represents the life and work of ants accurately.


	Sample Activity: 
Use a document camera and have students closely listen to and view The Ants Go Marching. Tell students that this is a traditional song with many versions. Play the YouTube version, so that students can hear the rhythm and rhyme. Provide the text and engage students in a choral reading or singing to imitate the rhythm. Engage students in a collaborative discussion using any or all of these text-dependent questions.
· Who or what is this song/poem about?
· Which lines are exactly the same in each verse? (The chorus repeats.)
· Which ants are probably represented in this song – the queen, the workers (females) or the males? 
· What are some of the things that ants do as they go marching?
· Consider the words and the illustrations; what do/don’t ants do in real life?
· Why did the songwriter/poet add silly actions: suck his thumb, tie his shoe? (to make the song silly, to make the song rhyme)

Routine writing: (Narrative) After teacher modeling, have students revise the silly rhymes and replace them with rhymes that represent the life/work of ants. (See example below.)
Revision: The ants go marching one-by-one. They work all day in the sun.

**Prepare for small group/guided reading instruction by selecting appropriate text and materials. Make connections to the concept of Teamwork wherever possible.
[bookmark: _GoBack]



image1.jpeg
The Al (- Morchng





