

Lesson Seed
	Unit Title:    Communities

	Grade Level:   2nd 

	Essential Question: What makes a community?

	Focus Question: Do insects live in communities?

	[image: http://i.ebayimg.com/00/s/NDk3WDUwMA==/$(KGrHqJ,!jYE66L!U)MPBO+gmu3gsw~~60_1.JPG?set_id=8800005007]Text/Resources:
The Life and Times of the Ant by Charles Micucci (This text is available from www.titlewave.com in ebook format.)

Lexile: NC950L

Summary: This informational text with illustrative pictures is organized by topical chapters. The book may be read in its entirety or in part depending on student interest in learning about ants. Read selected chapters that present the community aspect of ant life: Masters of the Earth, Friends in Low Places, The Ant Family, A Life of Work, and Show Me the Way. Students will ultimately compare insect and animal communities to one another and to human communities.

Additional Resource: Brain Pop Video, “Ants” – View 1:38 through 2:31 to learn about the community life of ants. 


	Standards:
[bookmark: ri-2-1][bookmark: ri-2-4][bookmark: ri-2-6]RI.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RI.2.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
RI.2.5. Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.
· [bookmark: l-2-4]L.2.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.
· Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
[bookmark: sl-2-1]SL.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.


	Student Outcomes:
· Students will use the table of contents to locate information.
· Students will attend to text and illustrations to answer questions about key details.
· Students will use context and illustrations to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words.
· Students will engage in collaborative discussions.
· Students will write a response citing evidence from the text.


	Sample Activity: 
Have students predict which chapters might provide information about how ants function in a community. Use a document camera or project the ebook version to engage in an interactive reading of the listed chapters. Use any or all of these text-dependent questions to engage students in a cooperative discussion with a partner or with the students in their groups. (An insect community is one in which individuals share resources: shelter, defense, and food. An ant community is called a colony.)
· How are ants social insects?
· What term means almost the same as community when speaking of ants? (colony)
· How do ants depend on one another for survival?
· How do ants use their senses to communicate with other ants in their community? Why don’t ants use all five senses?
· What are the roles/jobs of various ants – the queen, the males, the females?

Routine writing: (Opinion) Use evidence from the text to prove which has the hardest life: the queen or the workers.
The Life and Times of Ants shows that the _________ has/have the hardest life because ______________________________.

**Prepare for small group/guided reading instruction by selecting appropriate text and materials. Make connections to the concept of Teamwork wherever possible.
[bookmark: _GoBack]



image1.jpeg




