

Lesson Seed
	Unit Title:    Communities

	Grade Level:   2nd 

	Essential Question: What makes a community?

	Focus Question: Do insects live in communities?

	Text/Resources: 
· http://www.wordsmyth.net (an online children’s dictionary that offers three access levels: beginner’s, children’s, and advanced)
· Classroom dictionaries
· http://www.etymonline.com/ (an online etymology dictionary for word origins, a teacher reference)


	[bookmark: rf-2-4][bookmark: ri-2-6]Standards:
[bookmark: l-2-4]L.2.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.
· Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases.
[bookmark: sl-2-1]SL.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
[bookmark: sl-2-2]SL.2.2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.


	Student Outcomes:
· Students will use print and non-print dictionaries to determine meanings for the word community.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students will actively participate in collaborative discussions about the meaning of the word community.


	Sample Activity: 
Post the word community to represent an accurate spelling for students. Demonstrate how to locate definitions for a word in a print (alphabetical order and guide words) and online (enter a word) dictionary. Explain that dictionaries provide more than one definition for a word and that the first definition is the one used most often. Assign student partners the task of locating the word community in a classroom or online dictionary and recording an assigned definition on prepared sentence strips e.g. 
Computer definition 1:  a particular area where a group of people live



Computer definition 2:  a group of people who live close together or have shared interests.


Computer definition 3:  all the plants and animals that live together in the same area.




Post all definitions. Highlight common terms in all definitions. Engage in a collaborative discussion to synthesize a general idea of community: a group of people, plants, or animals that live close together. Explain that the word community comes from the Latin word communis which means common, public, shared by many.

Formative assessment: Based on dictionary definitions and class discussion, explain the meaning of the word community to a partner.

Unit preassessment: 
1. What insects live in a community? ants,   beetles, caterpillars
2. Which word stands for an animal community?  barn, herd, line
3. Which is a community where people live? apartment, house, town

**Prepare for small group/guided reading instruction by selecting appropriate text and materials. Make connections to the concept of Teamwork wherever possible.




