ELA Unit Overview
Grade:  2									Length of Unit:   6 weeks
Unit Title:    Communities
	Unit Overview

	Within this unit on communities, students will develop a general understanding of a community as a group of living things (insects, animals, and humans) that depend on the members of the community for food, shelter, and safety. Students will read about and compare ant and bee communities. Advancing to animal communities, students will compare prairie dog communities as they are represented in literature and in informational text.  Magic Tree House paired texts provide an opportunity to read an extended text and to analyze the important of research when writing literary text. Finally, students will explore human communities – their own and those of fictional characters before learning the characteristics of communities developed by people.  Students will engage in close reading and rereading  of complex text to engage in collaborative discussion of text-dependent questions. 

Students will acquire and apply academic vocabulary in their speaking and writing. In addition, they will learn content –specific collective nouns such as colony (of ants), pod (of dolphins), etc.

Students will engage in routine narrative, informative, and opinion writing throughout the unit. Through shared, guided, and independent writing, students will learn to construct a paragraph with key details about a topic. Students will ultimately apply their writing skills to the creation of a page for a class ABC fact book about communities.

Since this unit feature science (insects and animals) and social studies (human communities) concepts, teachers have the flexibility to make connections to related science or social studies units.


	Essential Question 

	What makes a community? 

	Unit Standards

	Foundational Skills:
· RF.2.3.  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
· [bookmark: rf-2-4]RF.2.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

Literature:
· RL.2.1.  Ask and answer questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
· RL.2.2. Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.
· [bookmark: rl-2-3][bookmark: rl-2-5]RL.2.3. Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.
· RL.2.4. Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.
· RL.2.5. Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action.
· RL.2.7. Use information gained from illustrations and words from a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.
· RL.2.9. Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story by different authors or from different cultures.
· [bookmark: rl-2-10]RL.2.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry, in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Informational Text:
· RI.2.1. Ask and answer questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
· [bookmark: rl-2-2]RL.2.2. Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.
· [bookmark: ri-2-4]RI.2.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
· RI.2.5. Know and use various text features to locate key facts and information in a text efficiently.
· RI.2.6. Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
· RI.2.. Explain how specific images contribute to and clarify a text.
· RI.2.9. Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.
· [bookmark: ri-2-10]RI.2.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Writing:
· W.2.1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section.
· [bookmark: w-2-2]W.2.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.
· W2.3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.
· W2.5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing.
· W2. 6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.
· W.2.7. Participate in shared research and writing projects.
· [bookmark: w-2-8]W.2.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

Speaking and Listening:
· SL2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
· SL.2.2. Recount or describe key ideas and details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
· SL.2.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.
· [bookmark: sl-2-4]SL.2.4. Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
· SL.2.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to a task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 
Language:
· L.2.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
· L.2.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
· [bookmark: l-2-4]L.2.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.
· L.2.5. Identify real-life connections between words and their use.


	Student Outcomes

	Students will read informational text to build an understanding of the concept of communities.  Through realistic fiction, students will deepen their understanding of how individuals contribute to the effectiveness of the community.  They will build a word bank that of words gathered from learning experiences.  Students participate in a wide range of writing that will incorporate an informational piece on communities that will be published digitally in a class presentation and possibly online.


	Model Texts

	Informational Text

Me on the Map by Joan Sweeney
The Life and Times of the Ant by Charles Micucci
Honeybees by Deborah Heiligman
A Colony of Prairie Dogs by Richard and Louise Spilsbury
Magic Tree House Fact Tracker: Dolphins and Sharks by Mary Pope Osborne and Natalie Pope Boyce
What is a Community? A to Z by Bobbie Kalman
Eyewitness Books:  City
A Life Like Mine, How Children Live Around the World
Life in a Farming Community
Wheels at Work:  In the Country
Community Helpers:  Famers
A City by Valerie Bodden
Children of the World:  How We Live, Learn and Play in Poems, Drawings and Photographs by Anthony Aseal and Stephanie Rabemiafara
Exploding Ants:  Amazing Facts About How Animals Adapt by Joanne Settel
The Ant’s Nest:  A Huge, Underground City by Miriam Aronin
In the Woods:  Who’s Been Here?  by Lindsay Barrett George
Around the Pond:  Who’s Been Here?  by Lindsay Barrett George
Near One Cattail by Anthony Fredericks
Meerkats  by Robyn Weaver
Amazing Animals:  Meerkats

Literature

On the Town by Judith Casely
The Ants Go Marching edited by Ann Owen
The Great Fuzz Frenzy by Janet Stevens
Magic Tree House: Dolphins at Daybreak by Mary Pope Osborne
Dear Mr. Rosenwald by Carol Boston Weatherford
Grandpa’s Teeth  by Rod Clement
Town Mouse and Country Mouse by Jan Brett
Paulie Patrami Achieves World Peace by James Proimos 
Bless This Mouse by Lois Lowry (novel)
Just Critter Who Cares by Mercer Mayer
Old Henry by Joan Blos
If America Were a Village:  A Book about the People of the United States by David Smith

*Bolded texts are used in unit lessons and lesson seeds.


	Assessments

	Pre Assessment: Students will create a shared KWL chart about Communities.
Formative:  Observation records are kept on skills taught on a daily bases including reading records.  Monitor student writing to determine if there is an understanding of a concept.
Summative:  With guidance and support from adults, students will answer the question, What makes a community?” in writing, by recalling information from texts read.   Students will research animal communities and create an ABC Fact book.

	Additional Resources

	
Websites:
ABC Education: Ants
http://www.abc.net.au/schoolstv/animals/ANTS.htm

Enchanted Learning: Ant Colony Cloze Activity
http://www.zoomschool.com/subjects/insects/ant/clozecolony/

Scholastic Teacher Resources on Communities
http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/k_2theme/communities.htm

Google Earth
http://www.google.com/earth/index.html

Digital Resources:
World Book Kids – Ant
World Book Kids - Bee
Videos:
Magic School Bus - Ants in Your Pants
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENG44BE8Z60

National Geographic: Meerkats
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/kids/animals-pets-kids/mammals-kids/meerkats-kids/

Animal Planet: Prairie Dogs
http://animal.discovery.com/videos/mutual-of-omahas-wild-kingdom-sounding-the-alarm.html

Brain Pop Videos
http://www.brainpop.com/science/diversityoflife/
· Honeybees
· Ants
· Dolphins






