

Instructional Lesson Plan
English Language Arts
	Grade: 1
	Unit Title:  Teamwork                                                            

	Text:  The Bundle of Sticks

	Lesson Overview

	In this lesson students will listen to the fable “A Bundle of Sticks”. They will mimic the events in the story in order to gain a deeper understanding of the lesson presented in the fable. Students will add to the class chart examples of characteristics of a team and how teams can overcome obstacles.  


	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	The model lessons in this unit feature best practices to address Common Core State Standards.  The lesson plans were designed for heterogeneous classes.  When teachers implement these plans, they should consider the skills and special needs of their students and make adjustments accordingly.  

Apply appropriate elements of UDL:
· Options for Perception: 1.1 Customize the display of information,   1.2 Provide alternatives for auditory information 
1.3 Provide alternatives for visual information
· Options for Expression: 5.1 Allow choices of media for communication, 5.2 Provide appropriate tools for composition and problem solving, 5.3 Provide ways to scaffold practice and performance
· Options for Comprehension:  3.1 Provide or activate background knowledge , 3.2 Highlight critical features, big ideas, and relationships, 3.3 Guide information processing, 3.4 Support memory and transfer
· Options for Sustaining Effort: 8.3 Foster collaboration and communication 

The following websites provide alternate strategies and information for differentiation of lesson.  
English Language Learners
http://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
          
Gifted Children
National Association for Gifted Children
http://www.nagc.org/

Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) when selecting texts, and captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for this lesson.

Special Education and 504 LD Online
http://www.ldonline.org/educators
http://marylandlearninglinks.org

**Prepare for small group/guided reading instruction by selecting appropriate text and materials. Make connections to the concept of Teamwork wherever possible.


	Focus Question

	How are we better together?  


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RL.1.2 - Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson. 
W.1.3 Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure. 
SL.1.1 - Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
L.1.2 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 




	Student Outcomes

	· Students will retell a fable and identify central message. 
· Students will work collaboratively.
· Students will discuss the components of a complete sentence.

	Text and Resources:

	· Copy of The Bundle of Sticks an Aesop Fable http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozm_Fd1oNmQ&feature=player_embedded
The farmer teaches his children that by working together they will be strong and successful. A tale by Aesop retold.
· Document Camera
· Class charts to record students’ responses.
· Choose books for small group/guided reading instruction that support the theme of “teamwork”

[image: :Resources:Screen shot 2012-02-26 at 8.33.50 PM.png]Text Complexity Considerations:
Quantitative Measure (Readability measures and other scores of text complexity): Lexile Level:  300-600L
Qualitative Measure (Levels of meaning, structure, language conventionality and clarity, and knowledge demands): This book is decodable for some beginning of the year 1st grade students. Students may need assistance if they do not have command of basic sight words, long vowel sounds or multi-syllabic words. Teachers can model decoding and fluency skills using the document camera. Students need to know that a fable is a fictional story that has a moral.  There may be traditional old world terms in this text, which may need to be defined for students.    
Reader and Task Considerations (Reader variables (such as motivation, knowledge, and experiences) and task variables (such as purpose and the complexity generated by the task assigned and the questions posed):  Students will enjoy this short fable about the strength of working together. Teachers may need to guide students to understand the moral of this story.  


	Pre-Assessment  

	Show students one stick. Ask the students to predict if it would be easy or difficult to break the one stick. Show students many sticks.  Ask the students to predict if it would be easy or difficult to break this group of sticks.  


	Lesson Procedures

	1. Use a document camera while reading aloud the fable so students can view words and pictures. OR
2. Listen to the story, The Bundle of Sticks an Aesop Fable http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozm_Fd1oNmQ&feature=player_embedded

The Father and His Sons
A father had a family of sons who were perpetually quarreling among themselves. One day, he told them to bring him a bundle of sticks. When they had done so, he placed the bundle into the hands of each of them in succession, and ordered his sons to break the bundle in pieces. They tried with all their strength, but were not able to do it.
He next opened the bundle, took the sticks separately, one by one, and again put them into his sons' hands, upon which they broke the sticks easily.
He then said, "My sons, if you are of one mind, and united to assist each other, you will be as this bundle, uninjured by all the attempts of your enemies. But if you are divided among yourselves, you will be broken as easily as these sticks.
3. Discuss with students the lesson in the fable. Act out with students “A Bundle of Sticks”. Using small sticks let students see how easy 1 will break and how difficult it is to break a bundle. Have students retell or act out the story using their own words. The illustrations from the story could be used to help students retell the story.
4. Grammar/Writing: Review that a sentence is a group of words that tells a whole idea. Ask students what they think the lesson of the fable is. Create a chart of student responses, being sure to write their responses in complete sentences. Review the distinguishing features of a sentence with the students.
In their journals, students will write and illustrate a sentence (focus is a complete idea) about the lesson of the fable.  

	Lesson Closure

	Using the student created chart “Rules for Working as a Team”, have students discuss what rules were followed in the story by the characters. 


	Assessment:  

	Teacher observation of:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]participation in class discussions
· participation in retell of the story

Evaluation of journal writing 
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