

Lesson Seed
	Unit Title:    Teamwork

	Grade Level:   1st 

	Essential Question:   How are we better together?  

	Focus Question: How do families and friends work as a team?

	[image: Seven Chinese Brothers]Text/Resources:
The Seven Chinese Brothers by Margaret Mahy

Text Complexity Considerations:
Quantitative Measure (Readability measures and other scores of text complexity): Lexile: AD820L

Qualitative Measure (Levels of meaning, structure, language conventionality and clarity, and knowledge demands): Students who have watched cartoons with superheroes will find this tale of seven brothers who use their supernatural powers to save workers and one another from an evil emperor familiar. Carefully planned questions and discussion are needed to help students uncover the reason that the brothers are able to thwart the emperor’s plan. Each is able to stand in for a brother without being found out  because they look exactly alike! Students may need incidental explanation of unique story elements: a Chinese emperor, the Great Wall of China, some Chinese exclamations.

Reader and Task Considerations (Reader variables (such as motivation, knowledge, and experiences) and task variables (such as purpose and the complexity generated by the task assigned and the questions posed): Although this text far exceeds the readability of first grade students, students will be captivated by the seven brothers’ supernatural powers which are used for good purposes. Read aloud, this folktale will motivate students to discuss this clever plot and explore the concept of teamwork as it applies to family members who stick together.


	Standards
RL.1.1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
[bookmark: rl-1-3]RL.1.3. Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details.
[bookmark: rl-1-10][bookmark: l-1-4]RL.1.10. With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 1.
[bookmark: l-1-5]L.1.5. With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
[bookmark: sl-1-1][bookmark: sl-1-2]SL.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
[bookmark: sl-1-4]SL1.2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 


	Student Outcomes
· After listening to a text and looking at illustrations, students will be able to answer questions about the characters, setting, main idea, and events in the story including key details.
· Students will identify impossible characteristics or events (figurative language – exaggeration)
· Students will use details to respond to text-dependent questions.
· Students will participate in collaborative discussions about the story’s plot and message about the concept of teamwork. 


	Sample  Activity:
Tell students that you will read a folktale about seven brothers who work together to trick a mean emperor. Direct students to pay close attention to story details and illustrations to find out how the brothers are able to trick the emperor. Engage in an interactive read aloud. Use any or all of these text-dependent questions to engage students in a cooperative discussion with a partner or with the students in their groups.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Like cartoons about superheroes, folktales often have characters that can do amazing, impossible things.  Show illustrations and ask students, ‘What amazing and impossible power did each brother have?” 
· How did the brothers trick the emperor? Why didn’t the emperor realize that the brothers were changing places?
· How did the brothers work as a team?
Have students work in teams of eight (seven brothers and one emperor) to act out the story illustrating how the brothers were able to change places and use their supernatural powers to defeat the emperor because they looked and talked alike.

**Prepare for small group/guided reading instruction by selecting appropriate text and materials. Make connections to the concept of Teamwork wherever possible.
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