

Lesson Seed
	Unit Title:    Teamwork

	Grade Level:   1st 

	Essential Question:   How are we better together?  

	Focus Question:  What is a team?

	Text/Resources
· Swimmy by Leo Lioni
· Video clip – “Keep Swimming” from Finding Nemo
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ulucJnxT7B4&feature=related
· Venn Diagram
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Quantitative Measure (Readability measures and other scores of text complexity): Lexile: 640L

Qualitative Measure (Levels of meaning, structure, language conventionality and clarity, and knowledge demands): Filled with sophisticated language and technical terminology, like medusa, makes this a challenging selection for first grade students. Those who have seen movies, like Nemo, will readily understand the beauty and the dangers of the undersea world where a little black fish named Swimmy lives among a school of red fish. The story line is simple and entails teamwork to escape from danger. 

Reader and Task Considerations (Reader variables (such as motivation, knowledge, and experiences) and task variables (such as purpose and the complexity generated by the task assigned and the questions posed): After closely viewing a video clip from Finding Nemo and listening to a second reading of Swimmy, students will participate in creating a class Venn diagram to compare Finding Nemo and Swimmy.


	Standard(s)
RL.1.3 Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details. 
RL.1.9 Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories. 
SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
SL.1.2 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or presented orally or through other media. 
SL.1.4 Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly. 


	Student Outcomes
· Students will compare and contrast the events in the text and video clip.
· Students will describe how the characters solved their problem by working as a team.
· Students will have cooperative discussions about the content of the story.
· Students will act out the scenes from each story.
· Students will write a reflection about how the characters in the story demonstrated characteristics of an effective team.


	Sample Activity:
Show the video clip of the “Keep Swimming” scene from Finding Nemo: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ulucJnxT7B4&feature=related. This scene shows how the fish work together to get out of the fisherman’s net. Tell students to think about how this video clip shows “teamwork”.  How does it compare to the book we read, Swimmy?  Use any or all of these text-dependent questions to engage students in a collaborative discussion of events in the video clip and the book. 
· How did both main events demonstrate effectively working as a team?  
· Who was the team leader in each situation?
· What characteristics of an effective team were present in these two stories?
As a class, complete a Venn Diagram comparing teamwork in Finding Nemo and Swimmy. Complete this problem solving activity for Swimmy:  http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/3489

**Prepare for small group/guided reading instruction by selecting appropriate text and materials. Make connections to the concept of Teamwork wherever possible.
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