 Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts

	Grade: 1 
	Unit Title:  Our Environment



	Lesson Overview

	These lessons integrate a final performance task into the Our Environment unit of instruction.  It focuses on how to provide instructional supports to enable students to complete a final performance task for the unit.  Students will read Our Earth: Making Less Trash, then write an informative text using information/facts  about what was learned   Each day, students read and discuss chapters of the book together with the teacher and add to their written report. 

	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	The lesson plans were designed for heterogeneous classes.  When teachers implement these plans, they should consider the skills and special needs of their students and make adjustments accordingly.  

Apply appropriate elements of UDL:

The following websites provide alternate strategies and information for differentiation of lesson.  

English Language Learners

http://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
Gifted Children

National Association for Gifted Children

http://www.nagc.org/
Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) when selecting texts, and captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for this lesson.

Special Education and 504 LD Online

http://www.ldonline.org/educators
http://marylandlearninglinks.org
**Prepare for small group/guided reading instruction by selecting appropriate text and materials. Make connections to the topic Our Environment wherever possible.



	Essential Question

	What role do I play in the environment? 


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	 RI.1.1:  Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
RI.1.7:  Use illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.

RI.1.10:  With prompting and support, read informational texts appropriately complex for grade 1.

W.1.2:  Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.

SL.1.2:  Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.

L.1.2:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.


	Student Outcomes

	· Students will read an informational text and answer text dependent questions.

· Students will ask and answer questions about key details in an informational text.  
· Students will respond to questions from teachers and peers to identify key details in informational text  

· Students  will include information from an informational text to write an original piece 

· Students will apply basic grammar rules when writing an informative piece  




	Materials

	· Copy or copies of the book Our Environment : Making Less Trash by Peggy Hock                                                                                                                          
· Copy of performance task booklet:  My Report: Saving Our Earth for each student

	Pre-Assessment

	Have students demonstrate knowledge of techniques for saving the environment by responding to true/false statements using colored circles. 


	Lesson Procedure

	In these lessons, students will read and discuss Our Earth: Making Less Trash.  Students can read together with the teacher, or the teacher can use alternate means of representation based on the needs and levels of students. Each day, students will add to a written report to complete a final performance task.
Day 1:  

1. Utilize a whole class discussion and questions based on readings throughout the unit to generate ideas for writing.  Have students participate in a K-W-L discussion:  
· What do you know about saving our earth?  
· What would you like to know about saving the earth?  
2. Teacher records ideas on class chart.

3. Display the book Our Earth:  Making Less Trash by Peggy Hock. Have students identify the parts of the book, paying particular attention to the illustrations on the cover.  Discuss with the students the environment shown on the cover. Have them brainstorm possible ways this type of environment can be saved from harm.
4. Teacher will guide students using the K-W-L organizer to select one or more questions they would like to find out more about and write them on their template.
5. Formative assessment:  Teacher observations of students during the K-W-L activity will indicate which students generated questions about saving the environment or offered details from previous readings.   
6. Days 2-5:
1. Students will use the next 3-4 class sessions to read the book together with the teacher and complete their written reports by writing facts from the text.  Utilize multiple means of representation based on the needs and levels of students. 
2. Day 2:  Engage students in shared reading of Chapters 1-2, using text dependent questions to guide student understanding. Students will use the template to write part of their report.  Provide multiple means of expression based on the needs and levels of students, e.g., compose in multiple media.  Review rules of capitalization and punctuation of sentences and/or provide mini lessons as needed.
3. Day 3:  Engage students in shared reading of Chapters 3-4, using text dependent questions to guide student understanding. Students will use template to add to their report.  
Day 4:  Engage students in shared reading of Chapters 5-6 using text dependent questions to guide student understanding. Students will use template to add to their report.

4. Day 5:  Engage students in shared reading to finish the book.  Use text dependent questions to guide student understanding. Guide students to provide closure to their piece using the final template.  
5. Formative Assessment:  Each day, the teacher continues to monitor (and can record on an observation sheet) discussions around text dependent questions for student responses utilizing key details and textual support.  
6. Summative Assessment:  Assess students’ completed writing using requirements of the standards, see sample or utilize online rubric templates such as: http://www.rubrics4teachers.com/ to prepare simple rubric.



	Lesson Closure  

	Link the lesson to the essential question:  How role do I play in the environment?   Revisit and complete K-W-L chart with the class utilizing information from their completed reports.
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