

Lesson Seed Week 3 Days 4-5
	Unit Title:    Our Environment

	Grade Level:   1 

	Essential Question:   What role do I play in the environment?  

	Focus Question:  How do we help the environment 

	[image: Product Details]Text/Resources
· Our Earth Keeping It Clean by Peggy Hock                                                                                   
· Cause/Effect Graphic Organizer or other Graphic Organizer appropriate for the activity
· A computer literacy program such as : http://tuxpaint.org/, or
http://tux4kids.alioth.debian.org/

    
Text Complexity Considerations:
Quantitative Measure (Readability measures and other scores of text complexity): Lexile: 510L

Qualitative Measure (Levels of meaning, structure, language, conventionality and clarity, and knowledge demands):  Our Earth Keeping It Clean is an informational text that describes how wasteful living can harm the environment. The text is filled with sophisticated language and technical terminology, like chemicals, which makes this a challenging selection for first grade students.  The text features included provide teachers with an opportunity to discuss how the pictures and captions help convey the author’s purpose for writing the text.  

Reader and Task Considerations (Reader variables (such as motivation, knowledge, and experiences) and task variables (such as purpose and the complexity generated by the task assigned and the questions posed): 

	Standard(s) Applicable to this Lesson
RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in text. 
RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and key details of a text.
RI.1.6 Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and information provided by the words in a text.
SL.1.2 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or presented orally or through other media. 
L.1.4 Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content.
W.1.6 With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

	Student Outcomes
· Students will respond to text dependent questions to identify the main topic and key details of an informational text.
· Students will identify cause and effect relationships that affect the environment.
· Students will write an informative piece on ways to help the environment.


	Sample Activities:
· Students listen to a teacher read aloud of the text, participate in shared reading, or read independently (The teacher should consider the students’ reading abilities prior to selecting the appropriate activity.) Students respond to text dependent questions.
· Students work in pairs to create a word web using the word “pollution”. Students use details from the text, and present their webs to the class. 
· Students use the cause and effect graphic organizer to identify the causes that harm the environment and the effect that this harm does to the environment. To extend this activity, students can use online resources to research ways in which they can help the environment. The following website may offer suggestions  http://www.epa.gov/kids
· Students use a computer literacy program such as TUX 4 Kids ( http://tux4kids.alioth.debian.org/)to write and illustrate an informative sentence(s) about a way their school can protect the environment. (Options include colorful sentence strips or computer programs)  Include a mini lesson on sentence capitalization and punctuation as needed. The sentence(s) must state a fact that they have learned from the text.  Have student writing arranged to make a large poster (How Can We Help?), to display in the school hallway.
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