Instructional Lesson Plan
English Language Arts

	Grade: 1
	Unit Title:  Environment

	Text:  Where Does the Garbage Go?   by Paul Showers


	Lesson Overview

	[bookmark: _GoBack]This lesson begins a week of reading informational text and will take 2 days to complete.  Students will learn about what happens to our trash after we throw it away.  They are presented with a scenario in which they must find a better solution to the problem of too much garbage.  


	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	· Read Where Does the Garbage Go? ahead of time to select places to stop and discuss information.  
· Prepare for a range of learners, including ELLs and Special Education students.  
· Chart to list adjectives that students use when describing the different environments shown in the story.  
· Copy of a make-believe news story: http://www.dltk-teach.com/t.asp?b=m&t=http://www.kidzone.ws/images/3rs-news.gif.
· Grouping arrangement of students
· Protocol for group work (norms/roles of each group member)
· Chart to list students’ ideas for solutions for the problem of too much garbage.   
· Make connections to ways we impact the environment wherever possible throughout the lesson.
· Create interactive bulletin board for students to share ways they are helping the environment.  
The following websites provide alternate strategies and information for differentiation of lesson:  
Apply appropriate elements of UDL
http://udlexchange.cast.org/getstarted

English Language Learners
http://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
          
Gifted Children
National Association for Gifted Children
http://www.nagc.org/

Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) when selecting texts, and captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for this lesson.
Special Education and 504 LD Online
http://www.ldonline.org/educators
http://marylandlearninglinks.org

**Prepare for small group/guided reading instruction by selecting appropriate text and materials. Make connections to the unit concept of Our Environment wherever possible.


	Focus Question

	How do we help our environment? 


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
L.1.1f  Use frequently occurring adjectives. 
SL.1.1  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups 
SL.1.1a Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
SL.1.1b Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges. 
W.1.8 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

	Student Outcomes	

	· Students will use adjectives to describe a picture of an area that is full of litter and waste.
· Students will write to describe what our environment might look like if we run out of room for garbage in the future.
· Students will listen and observe closely during a read aloud to answer text dependent questions. 
· Students will work in collaborative groups to discuss a problem and decide on a possible solution.  


	Materials

	· Copy of Where Does the Garbage Go?   by Paul Showers 
· Teacher generated text dependent questions
· Chart to list describing words 
· Student journals
· Pencils and paper
· Copy of fictional news story (http://www.dltk-teach.com/t.asp?b=m&t=http://www.kidzone.ws/images/3rs-news.gif)
· Chart on which to list each group’s ideas on how to solve the garbage dilemma 
· Art supplies

	Pre-Assessment

	Ask students if they know what happens to the pieces of trash, such as paper, empty water bottles, etc. after we throw them away.  Have them share what they know with the group.  Observe students to monitor understanding.  Modify presentation of information as needed to further understanding. 

	Lesson Procedure

	1. Teacher will briefly review with students ways that we harm our environment from the previous week.
2. Show students several examples of garbage you have collected from the classroom trash.  Ask students what happens to these items after they are thrown away.  Allow students to tell what they know.   
3. Show students a picture of a town or neighborhood that is full of litter.  Have them describe what they see in the picture.  List their describing words on a chart.  Define and discuss the function of adjectives.
4. Ask students:  What would it be like in the future if we ran out of room for garbage?  On a journal page, have students draw a picture of what their neighborhood might look like and write at least one sentence to tell about  their picture, using the describing words listed on the chart.  
5. Present the book Where Does the Garbage Go?  by Paul Showers.  Identify the parts of the book.  Discuss the author and illustrator and their jobs. 
6. Preview the text. Explain that the book is informational text. Point out the features of the book which make it informational text.  
7. Read the book (Alternate strategyy:  Have students participate in shared reading) and guide students to listen and observe closely using teacher generated text dependent questions.
8. Formatively assess student understanding by having them turn and talk at various points to discuss answers. Observe their responses for key details and textual support.  Adjust presentation and support as needed.
9. After reading and discussing the book, read students the make believe news story that describes how a city has run out of room for their garbage and must now begin dumping on the school playgrounds.  http://www.dltk-teach.com/t.asp?b=m&t=http://www.kidzone.ws/images/3rs-news.gif  Ask the students if they think that this is a good solution to the problem.  Why or Why not? If not, then what other solutions do they have?  Have students work together in cooperative groups to develop a plan to solve the problem of too much garbage.  Use teacher-established group norms and roles for group discussions.  
10. Have a representative share the ideas for solutions for their group.  The teacher will list these on the chart to be displayed in the classroom.  

	Lesson Closure

	Revisit the lesson’s essential question, “How do we help our environment?” and direct students’ attention to the interactive bulletin board, titled “Ways We are Helping Our Environment.”  Throughout the rest of the unit, have paper and art supplies available for students to add labeled drawings which show ways they are helping their environment.

	Assessment:  

	1.  Teacher observation of the following: 
· participation in class discussions
· contributions to class chart
· quality responses to questions
· participation in cooperative learning activities
2.  Student responses in writing journals
3. Student additions to bulletin board
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