

Lesson Seed  Week 1 Day 5
	Unit Title:    Our Environment

	Grade Level:   1st 

	Essential Question:   What role do I play in an environment?  

	Focus Question:  What is an environment?

	[image: The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse]Text/Resources
The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse an Aesop fable retold by Lorinda Bryan Cauley
Two Mice by Lynn Reiser
Venn Diagram or other Graphic Organizer 

Text Complexity Considerations: 
Quantitative Measure (Readability measures and other scores of text complexity): 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Qualitative Measure (Levels of meaning, structure, language conventionality and clarity, and knowledge demands): The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse an Aesop fable retold by Lorinda Bryan Cauley contains a great deal of descriptive language and utilizes sophisticated sentence structure.  The language and the imagery provides teachers with an opportunity to talk about how authors use language to create a feeling in the reader.  Two Mice by Lynn Reiser (Images Magazine Meet the Mammals, Volume 1, Number 5 Nature) tells a similar story, but uses less sophisticated language and sentence structure.  

 Reader and Task Considerations (Reader variables (such as motivation, knowledge, and experiences) and task variables (such as purpose and the complexity generated by the task assigned and the questions posed): 

	Standard(s) Applicable 
RL.1.7 Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events 
RL.1.9 Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories 
L.1.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
W.1.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.

	Student Outcomes
The students will compare and contrast the characters and events within two texts.  
The students will draft a simple sentence or sentences to express an opinion and supply a reason.

	Sample Activities:
This lesson seed lists 2 books; both texts have similar plots, but vary in their text complexity.  The teacher should consider the students’ reading abilities to determine if texts will be read aloud, shared, or independent reading.  

· Select a few key vocabulary words and engage students in creating sentences related to the topic environment or to the book title(s).  Record the sentences.  After reading, check the accuracy of the sentences and then work together to revise inaccurate sentences that reflect new knowledge. In addition to accuracy, revise sentences to reflect command of capitalization and punctuation. Students can select accurate and edited sentences to illustrate.

· The students use a Venn diagram or other graphic organizer to compare the environments and characters within a book or between the two books.  To extend this activity, encourage the students to think about how each character’s traits fits the environment in which they live.   

· The students can write in an opinion piece in which they identify and explain which character they are most like/which environment they would prefer. (Who are you more like?  Which environment do you prefer?)  Students use details from one of the texts to supply a reason for their opinion.
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