Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts

	Grade: 1
	Unit Title:  Environment



	Lesson Overview

	 Students will share and discuss the information gathered in order to identify some commonalities among all habitats.  Then the teacher will guide the students in developing generalizations about habitats (All habitats have animals).  The students will then use the information learned during the research to make some predictions about ways in which humans might affect/impact their environment.  



	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	Consider: 

· Range of learners and need for possible modifications of materials, differentiation strategies, assignments, etc. (ELL, Sp. Ed., struggling readers/writers, GT/advanced learners, etc.).

· Prereading of texts and rehearsal of delivery

· Assembling appropriate numbers of written text and other media

· Preparation for grouping options
· Creation of powerpoint presentations, organizers, assessments, etc.
The following websites provide alternate strategies and information for differentiation of lesson:  

Apply appropriate elements of UDL

http://udlexchange.cast.org/getstarted
English Language Learners

http://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
Gifted Children

National Association for Gifted Children

http://www.nagc.org/
Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) when selecting texts, and captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for this lesson.

Special Education and 504 LD Online

http://www.ldonline.org/educators
http://marylandlearninglinks.org
**Prepare for small group/guided reading instruction by selecting appropriate text and materials. Make connections to the unit concept of Our Environment wherever possible.


	Essential Question

	Essential Question for Unit:  What role do I play in the environment? 

Focus question for Week 1:  What is an environment?



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	W1.8 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.    
L1.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.


	Student Outcomes

	 The students will draw conclusions from the recorded information to create new understandings. 
The students will use the information they gathered about a habitat to write and illustrate predictions about how humans can change the environment.



	Materials

	Completed Main Idea / Detail graphic organizers (from Day 2)

Student generated informative sentences (from Day 2) 
1 Venn Diagram graphic organizer 
Chart Paper to record generalizations about habitats

Chart Paper to record hypotheses/predictions about how humans might affect/impact different habitats



	Pre-Assessment

	Assess students’ understanding of the terms similarities and differences:
Place students in pairs.  Ask each pair to say something to each other about a way that they are the same and a way that they are different.  Have pairs share their observations. 

Model how to record the information on a Venn diagram.  Then model how to use the information to write a statement describing how 2 students are similar and a statement describing how 2 students are different. 

Have students write comparison statements based on the information they discussed with their partner.



	Lesson Procedure

	1. The teacher will use a Venn diagram to model how to compare and contrast 2 habitats.  
2. The teacher will model how to use the information on the Venn diagram to write a statement describing what the 2 different habitats have in common.  Review rules for writing sentences.
3. Assign pairs of students 2 habitats to compare.  Students use the informative piece they wrote about one particular habitat. (Day 3) Students use a Venn diagram to record their ideas.  Students can write one idea about how the 2 habitats are alike and a sentence telling how they were different. (Allow options as needed: They can use words or pictures to record their ideas.  Some students may need sentence frames that will help them write compare and contrast sentences.)  
4. The students will share the commonalities and differences they found among their habitats.  

5. The teacher will use the information discussed to guide the students in developing some generalizations regarding habitats/environment.  A generalization is something that is always or almost always true about a topic.  The teacher will record the generalizations.  (eg.  All habitats have animals, but the animals are different so that they can survive in their habitat.  All habitats have land.)  Generalizations should answer the questions “What is it that all habitats have in common?”  “What can make a habitat unique?”
6. Have students predict/make some hypotheses about how humans might impact/affect different habitats. 

7. Journal Entry (Quick Write) Students select a prediction/hypothesis to record and illustrate.  As students complete the activities in the unit, they can add to this journal entry by recording details/information learned that relates to their prediction / confirms or refutes their hypothesis.
8. Students can share their journal entries. 



	Lesson Closure

	Remind students of the essential question:  What role do I play in the environment? Elicit that we can impact the environment in both positive and negative ways.  Have students look back at their hypothesis and determine if it states a positive or negative impact.  Then have students go to one of 2 corners based on their hypothesis:

· Humans can harm the environment. 

· Humans can help the environment. 

Tell students that they will be reading books throughout the unit to continue to gather information about how humans can harm or help the environment and that they will use that information to confirm, refute, or revise their hypotheses. 

	Assessment 

	1. Teacher observation of the following: 

· participation in class discussions

· contributions to class charts

· quality responses to questions

· participation in cooperative learning activities

2.    Student responses in writing journals and graphic organizers.
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