Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts

	Grade: 1
	Unit Title:  Our Environment



	Lesson Overview

	Students will participate in either a cooperative learning activity (jigsaw strategy) or a teacher directed activity to help students gather information about the different habitats on earth.  Students will share and discuss the information gathered in order to identify some commonalities among all habitats.  Then the teacher will guide the students in developing generalizations about habitats (All habitats have animals).  

	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	Teachers may find it helpful to either bookmark the websites or create a hotlinks document that students can use to go directly to the websites.  The teacher will need to consider students’ reading levels when selecting which website the students will use.  The materials lists possible websites, based on student reading level.  

The following websites provide alternate strategies and information for differentiation of lesson:  

Apply appropriate elements of UDL

http://udlexchange.cast.org/getstarted
English Language Learners

http://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
Gifted Children

National Association for Gifted Children

http://www.nagc.org/
Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) when selecting texts, and captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for this lesson.

Special Education and 504 LD Online

http://www.ldonline.org/educators
http://marylandlearninglinks.org
**Prepare for small group/guided reading instruction by selecting appropriate text and materials. Make connections to the unit concept of Our Environment wherever possible.

	Essential Question

	Essential Question for Unit:  What role do I play in the environment? 

Focus question for Week 1:  What is an environment?



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RI.1.5 Know and use various text features (e.g. headings, tables of contents, glossaries, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text. 

RI.1.6 Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and information provided by the words in a text. 

SL.1.2 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or presented orally or through other media 

W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure



	Student Outcomes

	The students will generate questions about habitats.

The students will identify and record details in the text or website that answer questions.

The students will participate in shared research on a topic in order to supply some facts about a topic. 




	Materials

	Possible websites  for habitat pictures (to be used by struggling readers)

http://www.mbgnet.net/index.html
Online data base for on level readers 

www.pebblego.com/content/science/pgo player.php
Possible websites for high level readers 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/biomes/
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/habitats/desert-profile/
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/habitats/grassland-profile/
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/habitats/rainforest-profile/
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/habitats/tundra-profile/
 Main Idea / Details graphic organizer, one per student
“Traffic Light” Formative Assessment Rings, one per student ( Laminate 3 circles: 1 green, 1 yellow, and one red.  Cut them out and place one of each color on a ring)



	Pre-Assessment

	Pre-assess student knowledge of habitats by displaying a series of pictures of habitats and living things. Have students identify and match pictures of the places and the living things that might live there. 

	Lesson Procedure

	1. Tell students there are many different types of habitats in the world. Tell students they will be using both text and pictures to learn about different habitats that can make up an environment for a living thing. 

2. Model how to use either a picture or a piece of text to gather information about a habitat.  As the teacher reads, she will “stop and jot” information learned on a main idea /details graphic organizer or a tree map thinking map.  Gather information related to the following categories: water, weather/temperature, soil, plants, animals).
·  If the teacher is using a picture, she can think aloud using her five senses (“I see … in this habitat.”  “I hear…in this habitat.”).
3. The teacher will select either the cooperative learning activity or the teacher directed activity to continue recording information about additional habitats.  

Cooperative Learning Activity (jigsaw strategy)
· Place students in home groups; assign each student in a group to a “habitat” work groups (eg. desert, rainforest, deciduous rainforest,  tundra, marsh/wetlands, grasslands)

· To differentiate based on students’ reading abilities:   

· students can use websites to gather and record information regarding the water, weather/temperature, soil, plants, and animals within the habitat

· students can use pictures of various habitats to record information according to the five senses (What do you see in this habitat?  What do you hear in this habitat? What can you taste in this habitat?)

· Students return to home groups to share the information they learned.  

Teacher Directed Activity (in lieu of jigsaw strategy)

· The teacher will present a picture of a habitat. Students will use their 5 senses to record information about the habitat. 

· Repeat with different habitat pictures. 

4.  As students record what they learn, they can use color coding to indicate if they got the information from text or from pictures. 

5. To formatively assess students’ understanding of the materials they use for research, give them each a “Traffic Light” ring. Explain to the students how they will use the “Traffic Light” to let you know if they are able to understand what the materials they are using for research.  Students will display one of the following colors based on how well they are able to complete the research: 

· Green:  I understand what I am doing and can complete the task without assistance.

· Yellow:  I am having a little difficulty, but I do not need immediate help.  I can keep working until the teacher can help me. 

· Red:  I am very confused.  I need the teacher’s help right now.  

             Adjust presentation and support as appropriate after the formative assessment.
6. The teacher will model how to take a fact gained from either a website or a picture and write an informative sentence about a habitat.  Discuss what was more helpful in gathering information the pictures or the text.  


	Lesson Closure

	Students will then use the information they gathered to write informative sentences about the habitat they researched.  Review rules for sentence writing, or present a mini lesson if needed.


	Assessment 

	1.  Teacher observation of the following: 
· participation in class discussions

· contributions to class charts

· quality responses to questions

· participation in cooperative learning activities

2.  Student ability to write a complete sentence about their habitat.
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