Instructional Lesson Plan Week 1 Day 2
English Language Arts

	Grade: 1
	Unit Title:  Our Environment



	Lesson Overview

	As the students listen to a read aloud, they will stop at predetermined points to discuss what is happening.  They will use details from the text to determine the author’s message about sharing an environment. 

	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	The teacher will need to review the vocabulary in the book to determine words which may require pre-teaching.  

The teacher will need to review the questions suggested in the lesson plan and select the ones that will be most helpful to the students in determining what the author means.  The questions are designed to encourage critical thinking and will be posed at identified stopping points.  The questions can be written on sentence strips, if desired.
The following websites provide alternate strategies and information for differentiation of lesson:  

Apply appropriate elements of UDL

http://udlexchange.cast.org/getstarted
English Language Learners

http://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
Gifted Children

National Association for Gifted Children

http://www.nagc.org/
Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) when selecting texts, and captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for this lesson.

Special Education and 504 LD Online

http://www.ldonline.org/educators
http://marylandlearninglinks.org
**Prepare for small group/guided reading instruction by selecting appropriate text and materials. Make connections to the unit concept of Our Environment wherever possible.

	Essential Question

	Essential Question for Unit:  What role do I play in the environment? 

Focus question for Week 1:  What is an environment?



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RL1.2 Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson.  

RL1.10 With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 1.
SL.1.5 Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.

	Student Outcomes

	The students will participate in collaborative conversations with partners about how an author develops the idea of environment.  
The students will read a text that shows how a different culture views the environment. 

The students will use text details to determine the central message or lesson in literary text.


	Materials

	Earth Mother by Ellen Jackson  


	Pre-Assessment

	Remind the students that yesterday they listened to the selection Earth Is on Big Turtle’s Back.  Reread the first paragraph and point out the sentence “The world had not been made yet.”  Then, turn to the last page and reread it. Have the students “turn and talk” to a partner about how the earth/world came about from the beginning to the end of the selection.  Observe students to determine level of understanding.  Make presentation adjustments as needed.
Tell students they will read and/or listen to another text that explains how things in the environment came about / interact / depend upon one another, and that as they do they will be looking and listening closely for details that will help them understand the author’s message or lesson about sharing the environment.


	Lesson Procedure

	1. Show the cover to the students and ask them to predict why the illustrator might have included a woman, a man with a hat, a frog, and a mosquito. Start a web with the words “Sharing the Environment” in the center.  Add information to the web as you continue with the lesson.
2. Read the first 2 pages and use a think aloud to model using text based evidence to answer the questions.  

· How do the illustrations explain the words in the text?
· What is the author describing?

3. Tell the students to listen closely as you read the next 4 pages so that they can help you identify details about what the author is describing.

4. To formatively assess the students’ understanding as you read, ask them to raise their hand if they can explain something that the author is describing. 

5. Read the next four pages (when Man meets Earth Mother and talks with her about the frogs and mosquitoes.)  Stop after you read the line “If there were more frogs and no mosquitoes-none-at all-this world would be perfect.” Ask one or more of the following text-dependent questions, as needed, to help the students begin to develop the idea that the author is now talking about how different living things in the environment may or may not need/appreciate each other.  

· What is the author describing now?  

· How does it add to our ideas about sharing an environment?  What text details can we add to our web?

6. Continue reading aloud; stop after you read the lines “She climbed a peak and flung a spear of lightning into the sky.  The mountains felt the sting and fury of her storm.”  Ask one or more of the following text dependent questions:

· What is the author describing now?

· How do the illustrations help us understand what the author is trying to say?  What text details can we add to our web?
7. Continue reading aloud; stop after reading the lines “Earth Mother smiled and walked on.”  Focus the students on how Frog feels about Mosquito and Man.  Ask one or more of the following text dependent questions?
· How does Frog feel about Mosquito and Man? What details does the author include to help you know?? 

· Does this make sense with what we already read?

· How does it add to or link to our previous ideas about sharing an environment? What text details can we add to our web?
8. Continue reading aloud; stop after you read the lines “Earth Mother sighed.  Once more she walked on.”  Focus the students on how Mosquito feels about Man and Frog.  Have students turn and talk to answer the questions used at the last stopping point.

9. Continue reading aloud until the end of the book.  Ask the following question:

· What can you infer about her? (Earth Mother) What did the author tell us to help you decide? What text details can we add to our web?
10. As a class discuss the last sentence “And the world, in its own way, was perfect.”  Ask the following questions:

· Why did the author write “in its own way”?

· How has the author settled this for us? What is she trying to say about sharing an environment?
        11.  Revisit the web and discuss the ideas written on it.  Have students write and illustrate a sentence in their journals about sharing the environment.  Students use a detail from the web or from the story to write their sentence.

	Lesson Closure

	Remind students the focus question for the week:  What is an environment?  
Ask the students:  How does this book help us add to our understanding of the word environment?



	Assessment 

	1.  Teacher observation of the following: 

· participation in class discussions

· contributions to class charts

· quality responses to questions

2. Student responses in writing journals and on the graphic organizer.
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