

Lesson Seed #8
Grade 12: Searching for Justice

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.
Seed #8: Short, focused research project*
Text Models: N/A
Standards
Writing

CCSS.W.11-12.7, 8, 10
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening

CCSS.SL.11-12.4, 5, 6
4.  Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11–12 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 54 for specific expectations.)
Language

CCSS.L.11-12.1, 6
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Student Outcomes

Students will 
· apply an accepted model to conduct research on a self-selected local, state, national, or international issue related to justice/injustice
· evaluate the strengths and limitations of sources, including authorship, bias, and currency and relevance of information
· paraphrase information as a means of taking notes
· synthesize information from multiple sources to answer a question about an issue
· honor intellectual property by avoiding plagiarism and applying an accepted format for citing sources
· reach consensus on a rubric for evaluating the research project and presentation

*This research project occupies two positions in this unit.  (See Unit-at-a-Glance for further clarification.) Students begin the research partway through the unit and complete the research toward the end of the unit.  The intent is to have the research project culminate in a presentation of the students’ own choosing, keeping in mind the CCSS for Speaking and Listening targeted for this lesson. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions on Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.
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