

Lesson Seed #7
Grade 12: Searching for Justice

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.
Seed #7: Scenes from The Merchant of Venice
Text Models: 
· Act 1, iii; Act III, I; Act IV, i
Standards
Reading Literature
CCSS.RL.11-12.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCSS.RL.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.)

CCSS.RL.11-12.6

Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

CCSS.RL.11-12.7

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)

CCSS.RL.11-12.10

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Writing

CCSS.W.11-12.9
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

CCSS.W.11-12.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening

CCSS.SL.11-12.1
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Language 
CCSS.L.11-12.4 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage.

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

CCSS.L.11-12.5
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
Student Outcomes

Students will 
· prepare for reading these scenes by locating and read a reliable synopsis of The Merchant of Venice
· use a concordance as well as other strategies and resources to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words
· conduct a close reading of three seminal scenes from The Merchant of Venice
· paraphrase one of the scenes in modern English

· analyze multiple film versions of these three scenes, evaluating how each version interprets the text

· analyze Portia’s argument during the trial, considering her use of rhetorical appeals, claims, counterclaims, and evidence
· write an analytic essay explaining their analysis of Portia’s argument

· revise and edit the essay for correctness, completeness, and effectiveness
NOTE: These three scenes were selected because they highlight the character of Shylock. Because the intent in this unit is not to read the entire play but to focus on elements of the text that will connect to the unit’s topic and essential question, other scenes have been omitted.  Teachers are, of course, free to make their own decisions about how much or how little of the play they wish to use.  (See “Three Scenes, Three Societies, Three Shylocks”: http://www.shakespearemag.com/spring97/dakin.asp for further explanation.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions on Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.
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